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0W200339 Tokyo KYODO in English 9322 GMT 20 Dec 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec 20 Kyodo == Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe said Friday Korea will be 
an "Important" subject o/ discussion with his Soviet counterpart Edward Shevardnadze 
next month. He told Deputy Foreign Minister Yi Sang-ok of South Korea that he fully 
understands Seoul's concerns regarding the possible simultaneous entry of both Koreas 
into the United Nations and the Soviet block's participation in the 1988 Olympics. 


A Japanese Foreign Ministry official said Abe also heard from Yi of South Korea's con- 


cern about Soviet-North Korea military ties and Pyongyang's possible suspension of 
North-South dialoeue in protest against the impending joint military excerise "team 
spirit" by the United States and South Korea. 


Yi, who is on an official visit here, expressed the hope that Abe would also convey 
to Shevardnadze South Korea's request to return an extimated 30,000 Koreans on 
Sakhalin Island. 


Moscow only recognizes Pyongyang and has no diplomatic relations with Seoul. 


Yi and Japanese Vice Foreign Minister Kensuke Yanagiya has detailed discussion Thursday 
on the North-South dialogue, the Seoul Olympics, and other pressing issues the Seoul 
government faces. 


MITI OFFICIAT CRITICIZES DOLE STATEMENT ON TRADE 


OW191211 Tokyo KYODO in English 1154 GMT 16 Dec 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec 19 KYODO -- A high official of the Foreign Ministry said Thursday 
that a statement criticizing Japan's trade policy by Robert J. "ole, U.S. Senate 
majority leader, is based on the misunderstanding of facts. The official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said it is odd that the Republicen senator does not appre- 
ciate Japan's stepped-up efforts to give foreign goods greater access to the Japanese 
market. As a case in point, he cited Tokyo's decision to carry out the planued re- 
duction of tariff rates much earlier than scheduled in the government's "action Pro- 
gram," announced in July this year. 


Dole said in his statement that the three-year implementation period of the program, 
designed to open the Japanese market wider, “ignored the urgency" of the trade im- 
balance problem. 


Referring to Dole's remark that Japan plans to discontinue its voluntary restraint 

on automobile shipments to the United States from April next year, the official termed 
it misunderstanding, saying the government has yet to determine its policy on the 
matter. 


BUSINESS ASKED TO MAINTAIN LOW PROFILE 


OW191221 Tokyo KYODO in English 1109 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec 19 KYODO -- Keijiro Murata, minister of international trade and 
industry, urged business leaders representing companies operating overseas Thursday 
to be more careful not to cause friction with foreign business communities and con- 
sumers. He made the request after he was told by Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone 

to urge Japanese enterprises with overseas operations to be careful about their over- 
presence in other countries. 
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The business leaders, including Hideo Sugiura, adviser to Honda Motor Co., said they 
wished to establish overseas investment guidelines. Japanese direct overseas invest= 
ments have increased by 8-10 billion dollars every year since fiscal 1981 with the 
fiscal 1984 outstanding investments reaching 71.4 billion dollars, up 16.5 percent from 
a year before. 


Advertisement boards of Japanese firms were removed in Beijing recently. 


MITT WHITE PAPER ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION 


OW191147 Tokyo KYODO in English 1801 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 19 KYODA -- Japan's economic aid should help developing nations to 
grow small- and medium-sized industries to help them gain economic independence, a 
government white paper said Thursday. The 1985 report on economic cooperation issued 
by the Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI) said Japan's economic aid 
should boost export industries to help developing nations earn foreign currency through 
exports. The paper said the economies of developing nations improved substantially in 
1984, backed by economic recovery in the United States and other advanced nations, but 
that they are faced with difficulties in 1985 amid lowered prices of primary goods and 
swelling debts. 


Japan's official development aid (ODA) rose 14.8 percent to 4.32 billion dollars in 
1984, surpassing that of France to become the second largest among the 17 nations on 
the Development Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development. But Japan's ODA is only 0.35 percent of its gross national product (GNP) 
and its grant element is 74.2 percent, far below the nation's international commitment 
to raise ODA to 0.7 percent of GNP and the grant element to 86 percent, the paper said. 


The country has launced a third middle-range plan to raise ODA in the seven-year period 
between 1986 and 1992 to over 40 billion dollars, it added. 


4 PERCENT 1986 ECONOMIC GROWTH PROJECTED 


OW181135 Tokyo KYODO in English 1115 GMT 18 Dec 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec 18 KYODO -- The government will target Japan's inflation-adjusted 
economic growth rate in fiscal 1986 at 4.0 percent, down from a revised 4.2 percent 
projection for fiscal 1985, official sources said Wednesday. The growth target in the 
new fiscal year, beginning next April, will be a key component of the governments annual 
economic projection to be released next week. 


The projection, on which the government will base its economic policies in the coming 
year, shows that fiscal 1986 growth will be led by domestic demand rather than by ex- 
ports. The outlook projects domestic demand will contribute 4.1 percentage points to 
the growth. But an expected decline in export earnings stemming from the year's 
appreciation will offset growth by 0.2 points. (the total of the two figures do not 
equal the fiscal 1986 growth rate due to rounding off fractions.) 


The projection also puts Japan's merchandise trade surplus at 56 billion dollars, down 

2 billion dollars from a projected record fiscal 1985 figure, the sources said. The 
current account surplus, which covers services trade and mo.etary transfers as well 

as merchandise trade, will remain unchanged at 51 billion dollars, according to the pro- 
jection. 
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Government economists brieled Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone on the fiscal 1986 
projection earlier in the day and won his approval, the sources said. The outlook will 
be authorized by the cabinet next Monday, they added, 


The official economic outlook assumes that the yen's exchange rate will average 204 
yen to the U.S. dollar during the year, 


It projects a 1.9 percent rise in consumer prices -- the slowest rate of inflation since 
fiscal 1961 -- compared with an estimated 2.1 percent increase in fiscal 1985. It also 
forecasts a 1.8 percent drop in wholesale prices compared with 1985s 2.4 percent decline. 
Behind the unusually calm inflation at both consumer and wholesale levels will be lower 
prices of crude oil and reduced import costs due to the yen's higher value. 


Consumer spending, which accounts for about 60 percent of Japan's total economic output, 
will pace domestic demand with a 3.6 percent gain compared with an estimated 3.0 percent 
rise in fiscal 1985, 


The projection also shows business capital spending will rise 7.5 percent and private 
housing investment 4.6 percent. 


BANK MAY FOLLOW U.S. IN LOWERING DISCOUNT RATE 


OW190145 Tokyo KYODO in English 0058 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 19 KYODO -- The Bank of Japan appears ready to cut its official 
discount rate if the U.S. Federal Reserve Board lowers its first, according to Central 
Bank sources. As to the reasons, the sources pointed late Wednesday to the recently 
stabilized yen-dollar exchange rate, the narrowing interest rate gap between Japan and 
the U.S., and the need to boost Japan's domestic demand. 


Earlier in the day, Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone urged monetary officials to study 
the possibility of reducing the official discount rate to stimulate domestic demand. 


Speculation is mounting that the U.S. may cut its official discount rate if the "flash" 
estimate on the fourth quarter U.S. gross national product, due out Friday, proves 
lower than expected. In that event, the Bank of Japan may be forced to take prompt 
action, the sources said. 


EPA OFFICIAL REPORTS 1984-85 GDP, GNP LEVELS 


0W200459 Tokyo KYODO in English 0330 GMT 20 Dec 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 20 KYODO -- Japan's gross domestic product (GDP) per capita in 1984 
totaled 10,445 dce.lars, ranking ninth among member nations of tlie Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Economic Planning Ageacy Director General 
Ippei Kaneko said Friday. Kaneko told the morning's cabinet meeting that it is the 

first time that Japan's GDP, which is gross national product (GNP) minus overseas income, 
has topped the 10,000 dollar mark. 


Japan's GDP per capita ranked 17th in 1980 with 9,140 dollars and moved up to 15th in 
1981 with 9,925 dollars, 14th in 1982 with 9,135 dollars and lOth in 1983 with 9,902 


dollars. 


The United States topped the 1984 GDP per capital list with 15,339 dollars, taking 
first place for the first time since the OECD began keeping statistics in 1975. 
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Kaneko also reported that Japan's nominal GNP totaled 303,155.7 billion yen tn 
fiscal 1984, ending March 1985, exceeding the 300 trillion yen mark for the first 
time. Japan's growth rate in fiscal 1984 was 6.7 percent in nominal terms and 5.0 


percent in real terms, unchanged from the preliminary report 

Japan's net foreign claim balances totaled some 21,1 trillion ven at the end of 
fiscal 1984, doubling from a year earlier on active purchases of overseas bonds and 
stocks, 


SEAT APPORTIONMENT BILL TABLED UNTIL NEXT SESSION 


OW191129 Tokyo KYODO in English 1030 GMT 19 Dee 85 


[Excerpt] Tokyo, Dec. 19 KYODO -- The Diet (Parliament) decided Thursday to put 

off deliberation on a controversial bill designed to shuffle six seats in the House 
of Representatives from sparsely to densely populated districts. With only two days 
left before the current extended extraordinary session ends, both the ruling Liberal- 
Democratic Party and opposition camp agreed to carry the proposed legislation over 

to the regular session of the Diet due to open next Tuesday. 


CULTURAL AGREEMENT TALKS WITH USSR TO RESUME 


OW170011 Tokyo KYODO in English 0001 GMT 17 Dec 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 17 KYODO -- Japanese and Soviet officials will meet in Tokyo 
Wednesday to resume talks on a bilateral cultural agreement, the Foreign llinistry 
said Tuesday. The outcome of the meeting, the fourth since June, will determine 
whether or not it will be initialed or signed when Japanese and Soviet Foreign 
Ministers Shintaro Abe and Eduard Shevardnadze meet in Tokyo in January. It wil! 

be the first bilateral foreign ministerial conference to be held in Tokyo in 19 years. 


Last week, Abe said the two countries have basically reached agreement on the cor- 
tents of the accord. The Soviet Union has so far declined a Japanese request for 
distribution of the Tokyo Government's public information publications in the coun- 
try without restrictions. 


IWATE OPPOSES SOVIET FISHING VESSELS’ PORT CALLS 
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[Text] Morioka, Dec. 18 KYODO -- Iwate Prefectural assembly members unanimously 
decided Wednesday to ask the government to consider carefully before approving 
Moscow's request for calls by Soviet fishing vessels at a port in the northern 
Japan prefecture. The action was taken in response to a suggestion made earlier 
this month by a senior official of the ruling Liberal-Democratic Party (LDP) that 
Iwate Prefecture accept Soviet fishing boats operating in Pacific coastal waters off 
the prefecture. 


In the decision, the assembly members expressed concern about possible collisions 
between J.panese and Soviet vessels and damage to fishing nets and other equipment. 


Under a bilateral agreement, the Japanese Government this year allowed Soviet 
fishermen to call at Shiogama Port in Miyagi Prefecture, south of here, for supplies 
and recreation for crew members. Groups of rightists from many parts of the country 
met at Shiogama to protest the Soviet port calls. 
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TWO U.S, SR~71 OVERFLIGHTS ON 10 DEC REPORTED 


§K201038 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1026 GMT 20 Dec 85 


[Text] Pyongyang December 20 (KCNA) -- The U.S. imperialist aggressors committed 
espionage against the northern half of Korea by sending the high-speed, high-altitude 
reconnaissance plane "Sk-71" into the air above the coastal waters off Kangyong 
peninsula on the west sea of our country at around 10:47 Yecember 20 and then 
infiltrating it deep into the air above the territorial waters of the East Sea east of 
Kosong at around 12:22, The U.S. imperialists sent a spy plane into the air above the 
east and west territorial waters of our country on the 19th, too, in espionage flights. 


Such aerial espionage by the U.S, imperialists numbered 15 cases after mid-November and 
more than 130 cases entering this year. This indicates that the U.S. imperialists are 
increasing tensions behind the curtain of North-South dialogue and persisting in their 
preparations for the provocationof a new war to invade the northern half of Korea, 


MAC MEETING SUGGESTED TO SOUTH FOR 26 DEC 


SK201035 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1025 GMT 20 Dec 85 


[Text] Kaesong December 20 (KCNA) -- Our side to the Military Armistice Commission 
suggested the enemy side to hold its 432nd meeting at 11 hours on December 26, 1985. 


NODONG SINMUN: PEACE IN KOREA 'PIVOTAL' FOR WORLD 


$K200910 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2121 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[NODONG SINMUN 20 December special article: "Peace in Korea Is a Pivotal Factor for 
Peace in the World"] 


[Text] The joint statement of political parties and public organizations in our country 
issued on 8 December in connection with the USSR-U.S. summit talks in Geneva has evoked 
a broad range of responses from people at home and abroad. This shows that the position 
clarified by the political parties and public organizations of our country in the joint 
Statement is totally just and correctly reflects the unanimous aspirations of our 
people and the progressive people of the world as well as the demand of the times, 

As expressed in the joint statement, political parties and public organizations in our 
country held that the affirmative agreements reached at the USSR-U.S. meeting in Geneva 
be put into practice at an early date and be expanded into a worldwide scope, and that 
such agreements should be urgently realized on the Korean peninsula above all. They 
demanded that the United States should immediately withdraw all the nuclear weapons and 
its armed forces it has illegally drug into South Korea. The assertions and demands of 
the political parties and public organizations in our country are based on a correct 
analysis of the characteristic nature of the U.S. imperialists' aggressive policy toward 
Korea, on the trend of development of the situation in our country, and on the 
influence of such a policy on the situation in Asia and the world. Due to the U.S. 
imperialists’ maneuvers for aggression and war, which are becoming more undisguised 
every day, the situation in our country today is further being strained. 
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Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the Political Bureau and secretary 
of the party Central Committee, has indicated: The U.S. imperialists in particular, 
are more nakecly perpetrating maneuvers to start a new war in Korea. 


The U.S. imperialists' policy for aggression of Korea stems from the basic demand of 
their global strategy. The U.S. imperialist global strategy is to suppress the social- 
ist. and progressive countries by means of force and to realize domination and contro! 
over the world. the incumbent U.S. Government, the most bellicose of all successive 
U.S. Governments, attaches more important significance to the military and strategic 
position of the Korean peninsula in achieving their ambition for domination of the world 
than ever betore. Thus, it has directed the spearhead of aggression at the Korean 
peninsula, 


The U.S. ruling faction and strategists are attempting to invade the northern half of 
th: republic, seizing South Korea as their military stronghold and, taking it as a 
stepping stone, and to implement military control over Northeast Asia by checking and 
controlling the socialise countries in Asia. Thus, the U.S. imperialists are accelera- 
ting preparations for of war aimed at a surprise attack on the northern half of the 
republic, more firmly grasping South Korea as their base for a military offensive. 

All the aggressive maneuvers perpetrated by the U.S. imperialists in South Korea are 

in pursuit of such an aim. 


What is characteristic in the U.S. imperialists' maneuvers for northward invasion is 
that they are strengthening South Korea to make it an outpost for launching a pre- 
emptive nuclear attack. The basic element in the U.S. imperialists’ maneuvers for 
arms buildup is to reinforce the nuclear forces. Today, more than 1,(C00 various 
nuclear weapons, including nuclear bombs, nuclear shells, nuclear mines, neutron bombs, 
and nuclear backpacks are deployed in South Korea. As for neutron bombs, these are 
called the devil's weapons of the 20th century, which the West European countries have 
persistently rejected deployment on their territories. Nuclear mines are muvderous 
weapons which are buried underground only in South Korea. 


South Korea is not the only location overseas in which the U.S. imperialists have 
established military bases and deployed nuclear weapons to realize their ambition for 
world domination. However, there is nosuch place as South Korea in which nuclear wea- 
pons are so densely deployed. 


The density of nuclear weapons deploymeut in South Korea is four times greater than 
that of NATO. Not satisfied with this, the U.S. imperialists are attempting to newly 
deploy B-52 strategic bombers, cruise missiles and Pershing II missiles in South 
Korea. Furthermore, they are maneuvering to drag South Korea into their "star wars" 
plan. 


It is well knowr to the world that South Korea was dragged in the U.S. imperialists' 
space communications system a long time ago, and that a surveillance point of the U.S, 
imperialists’ space electronic landscape surveillance system was established in Tacgu 
recently. South Korea is faced with the danger of becoming an overseas bese of the 
U.S. imperialists for F-15 fighters designed to attack satellites. If this is realized, 
South Korea will become not only the ground nuclear base of the U.S. imperialists but 
also a ground base for their space militarization system. 


South Korea is being dragged deeply into the U.S. imperialists' nuclear strategy as 
their nuclear base, the largest in the Far East. The next characteristic of the U.S. 
imperialists’ maneuvers for northward invasion is perfection of practical preparations 
for launching a nuclear attack while strengthening South Korea into a nuclear outpost. 
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Various military exercises staged by the U.S. imperialists in the Northeast Asia with 
South Korea as its center are exercises simulating nuclear warfare and are aimed at 
fostering the capability of launching a preemptive nuclear attack on our republic. The 
examplary exercise of such nuclear war exercises is the "Team Spirit" joint military 
exercise. 


The scale of participants in the "Team Spirit" military exercise staged jointly by the 
U.S. .mperialist aggressor forces and the South Korean puppet army is increasing every 
year, and the quantities of weapons and combat means mobilized in this exercise are 
expanding. The troops and firing means for carrying out nuclear warfare are increasing 
and the contents of training are based on conditions simulating a nuclear attack. 


Because of such maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists, South Korea has become the most 
dangerous source of nuclear war and the Korean peninsula has been turned into an acute 
area in which a nuclear war can be touched off even by an accidental factor. If a 
nuclear war is touched off on the Korean peninsula, the flames of the war will not be 
restricted only within the boundary of Korea. Renowned military commentators have 
warned that if a nuclear war starts in Korea, it will expand outside of Korean bounda- 
ries and could easily become a global nuclear war. Thus, they showed serious concer 
over the fact that the situation on the Korean peninsula is being aggravated. 


The U.S. imperialists assume not only the northem half of the republic but also its 
neighboring countries as the target of aggression. Thi, the firing range of nuclear 
weapons deployed in South Korea far exceeds the Korean boundary. The U.S. imperialists 
dragged not only the South Korean puppet clique but also the Japanese militarist forces 
into war maneuvers for invading Korea and the Asian countries. The tripartite military 
alliance between the United States, Japan and South Korea, whose fabrication is being 
accelerated by the U.S. imperialists, is in fact a war alliance for expeditions of 
anticommunist crusades. 


Army units handling nuclear weapons and nuclear-delivery means were mobilized in the 
"Team Spirit" joint military exercise staged throughout South Korea, and officers of 

the Japanese Self-Defense Forces participated in the military exercise simulating 
nuclear warfare using tue pretext of observers. This clearly shows the danger.us nature 
of this military exercise. 


The U.S. ruling faction and militaiy leaders are unhesitatingly talking about the possi- 
bi ity of using nuclear weapons in a future Korean war while talking about South Korea 
as being a front line for U.S. strategy. All facts show that the Korean peninsula has 
become one of the areas in which the greatest danger of nuclear war prevails. If we 
fail to prevent a nuclear war froa occurring on the Korean peninsula, the flames of war 
will bring about an irretrievably grave calamity not only on our people but also on the 
peoples of Asia and the world. 


The situation on the Korean peninsula is closely linked with the overall situation in 
the world, and unless the Korean peninsula is peaceful, neither Asia nor the world can 
be peaceful. fherefore, prevention of the danger of a nuclear war on the Korean penin- 
sula and ensurance of peace are one of the important factors for maintaining peace in 
Asia and in the world. 


Today, the progressive people of the world are extending greater support and more ardent 
encouragenent to our people's peace movement aimed at preventing a nuclear war from 
occurring on the Korean peninsula and ensuring solid peace, while sternly denouncing 

the U.S. imperialists' nuclear war maneuvers in Korea. 
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With the strong support and encouragement from the progres: ive people of the world, our 
people will more tenaciously struggle to check and frustrate the war maneuvers of the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets and to ensure peace in Korea. 


VNS ROUNDTABLE ON 3 PRINCIPLES OF REUNIFICATION e 


SK200557 (Clandestine) Voice of National Salvation in Korean to South Korea 0300 GMT 18 
Dec 85 


[Roundtable talk among announcers Sin So-yon and Kim Chol-min and station commentator 
Yun Chong-won, from "Feature Program": "The Three Principles for National Reunification 
Are the One and Only Common National Program for Reunification" 


[Text] [Kim Shol-min] As is widely known, the 4 July North-South Joint Statement, 
published some 10 years ago, clearly reflects the three principles for national 
reunification -- independence, peaceful reunification, and great national unity. The 
three principles for national reunification can be said to be the one and only common 
national program for reunification confirmed jointly by the North and South and 
declared solemnly at home and abroad. What do you think? 


[Sin So-yon] Now, will you please tell us why the three principles for national 
reunification are the one and only common national program for reunification? 


[Yun Chong-won] The three principles for national reunification are the principles for 
reunification that were declared by President Kim Il-song in early May 1972 when he met 
with Mr Yi Hu-rak, then director of the [Korean] Central Intelligence Agency, who came 
to Pyongyang in connection with North-South dialogue. Subsequently, the principles 
were confirmed jointly by the two sides in the 4 July North-South Joint Statement, and 
then declared solemnly at home and abroad. 


Now, what makes them the one and only common national program for reunification? It is 
because the three principles are the fairest and most just principles for reunification 
and common national action programs on which the North and South, which have mutually 
different political views and idjeologies and two contradicting systems, will have to 
rely in the settlement of the reunification question. We can be sure of the content 

of the three principles if we look at the first item. The first item says that national 
reunification should be realized in an independent manner without relying on outside 
forces or without interference by outside forces. In another words, it is an idea that 
stipulates that national reunification should be acheived in an independent manner. 
This can be the fundamental principle of national reunification that comes from the 
nature of our country's reunification question. National Reunification is a question 
that should be settled among our people. This being the case, the question of the 
nation's reunification is a matter related to the right of self-determination of the 
people, which our masses will have to solve themselves, responsibly, on their own 
strength in accordance with our people's faith and will and in the interests and 
(2?aspirations) of our people, without outside interference and without relying on 


outside forces. 


[Sin] Any question that must be solved among the people, whatever its content and 
nature, is essentially a matter related to the right of self-determination of the 
people concerned. Such being the case, the question of national reunification, a 
question related to the right of self-determination of people is, as a matter of 
course, a question that our masses in the North and South have the right to settle, 
without outside interference, on their own strength. Also, I believe that our masses 


are capable of settling it. 


IV. 20 Dec 85 D 5 NOKTH KOREA 


{Yun} Right. That is the reason why the principle of independence wins sympathy from 
all the people in the North and South and can be accepted as the one and only common 
North-South program for national reunification. The principle of peaceful reunification 
stated in the three principles for national reunification also reflects public opinion. 
It says that national reunification should be realized by peaceful means without resort- 
ing to the use of military force against the other party. This means that the North and 
South should realize national reunification by peaceful meas, through negotiations and 
collaboration, not by war. 


As I have said before, the question of our country's reunification is to establish 
national sovereignty throughout the nation by reuniting the national territory and 
people that have been separated by the United States. Therefore, the North and South 
have no reason or justification to fight each other with guns and bayonets. Of course, 
the North and South have different systems and ideologies. However, they cannot consti- 
tute the cause of domestic conflicts in the nation. Moreover, anyone who genuinely 
hopes for reunification and advocates national independe.ce would not hope for domestic 


conflicts am people. Therefore, in settling the reunification question, there 
is no reaso: o ‘oke a war between the Korean people. The principles for the peace- 
ful reunif: -..ion of the fatherland proceed form the noble love for the nation and 
reflect our > :' gager wishes to avoid bloodshed between the same races and to 


realize nationa: desires, These principles also fully reflect the demand of the inter- 
national community for realizing reunification on the Korean peninsula in a peaceful 
means, not though war. It car be said that the principle of peace includes a content 
which can serve as one and only joint North-South platform for reunification. 


The principle of national unity, which was stipulated in the three major principles for 
the reunification of the fatherland, can win the sympathy of all people in view of its 
content. This principle calls on the entire nation to be united, transcending differ- 
ences in ideology, ideas, and system. The question of reunifying the country is not 
one which can be resolved by the will and power of the people living in a certain area; 
a certain class; a certain faction; or certain individuals in the North and South. 
Rather, this is a question wihch can be resolved by [words indistinct] and by the 
united power of all masses, Therefore, all our nation must be solidly united under the 
anti-U.S. banner for national salvation, transcending differences in ideology, ideas, 
and system, so thac it can fulfill its role and responsibility as a master in realizing 
the cause of reunifying the fatherland. If our nation is not united, it will not be 
able to wage an efficient struggle against divisionists at home and abroad who oppose 
reunification, and fulfill its responsibility and role as a master. 


The principles of independence, peace, and national unity -- the principles for the 
reunification of the fatherland -- are reasonable in every respect; can win the sympathy 
of all people in the North and South; and can be regarded as a milestone for reunifica- 
tion. When the three principles for the reunification of the fatherland were anno. -ed 
at home and abroad, not only the masses in the North and South but also the entir« 
world were excited over the principles, while regarding them as the one and only j::int 
North-South platform for reunification. 


[Kim] I think you are quite right. Nevertheless, since the 4 July North-South Joint 
Statement was announced, the South Korean administrators have been engaging in 
maneuvers against reunification, contrary to this statement, regarding it as scrap 
paper. 
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Even under circumstances in which the masses' desire for reunification is growing be- 
cause the North-South Red Cross talks and the North-South economic talks were held and 
because the Red Cross home~visiting groups and art troupes of the North and the South 
traveled to the North and South, they are unhesitantly slandering the North and engag- 
ing in war exercises designed to invade the North, and other military activities, con- 
trary to the three major principles, Moreover, they are frantically engaged ii. mean 
and childish maneuvers to fabricate two Koreas by seeking sule admission into the 
United Nations and cross-recognition, This is an act against reunification, contrary 
to the three major principles for the reunification of the fatherland -- one and only 
joint platform of the nation for reunification, 


[Yun] That is right. Therefore, squarely looking at the authorities' act against 
reunification, our masses must vigorously struggle against acts against reunification, 
which are contrary to the three major principles for the reunification of the father- 
land, I think they must more boldly struggle against the beggi. g for the perpetual 

stay of the U.S, forces in South Korea; war provocation maneuvers, which intensify 
tension on the Korean peninsula; and anticommunist rackets, which hinder national unity. 


[Kim] Thank you very much for your useful words, 

[Yun] Thank you. 

[Kim] The three major principles are one and only joint platform of the nation, 
which most correctly reflects our nation's will and demand for the independent and 


peaceful reunificatin of the nation, 


[Sin] Therefcre, our masses must advance reunification in strict accordance with the 
three major principles of independence, peace, and national unity. 


NODONG SINMUN CALLS FOR ENDING NUCLEAR WAR DANGER 


SK110505 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0456 GMT 11 Dec 85 


[Text] Pyongyang December 11 (KCNA) -- Papers here today call for an early imple- 
mentation of a series of agreements in principle reached at the Soviet-U.S. summit 

in all parts of the world including the Korean peninsula where the danger of a nuclear 
war is most serious. NODONG SINMUN in an article headlined "Danger of Nuclear War 
Must Not Be Overlooked" says: 


Our political parties and public organisations rightly held this in their joint state- 
ment. Recalling that due to the war manoeuvrings of the U.S. imperialists and the Chon 
Tu-hwan puppet clique there are deployed more than 1,000 pieces of nuclear weapons in 
South Korea and the U.S. imperialists are making the provocation of a nuclear war in 
the Korean peninsula a fait accompli, the paper goes on: 


This evokes deep apprehensions and uneasiness among the world's peace-loving people, 
to say nothing of the Korean people. This is because the shooting range of nuclear 
weapons deployed in South Korea goes far beyond the boundary of Korea and, if the U.S. 
imperialists unleash a nuclear war, it will easily expand into a global thermo- 
nuclear war, for the nuclear weapon is not a monopoly of any one party. 


To remove the danger of a nuclear war from the Korean peninsula is a vital problem 
related to the destiny of the Korean nation and, at the same time, an important question 
directly connected with the cause of world peace. 
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All the Koreans who are concerned about the fate and future of the nation should turn 
out as one man in a nation-wide anti-nuclear peace movement, In particular, the paper 
says, the South Korean people should rise in a nation-wide struggle under the banner 
of national salvation against U.S. imperialism :to clear South Korea of the aegressors 
and nuclear weapons, 


Scientists Issue Statements 
SK160217 Pyongyang Ki’ in English 1007 GMT 14 Dec 85 


{Text] Pyongyang December 14 (KCNA) == Yi Cha-pang, chairman of the state Commission 

of Setence and Technology, Dr. Yi Sung-ki, directcr of the Hamhung branch of the 

Academy of Sctences, and academician To Sang-nok of Kim Il-song University on 

December 13 issued press statements supporting the joint statement published by the 
political parties and public organisations of the DPRK in connection with the Soviet-U.S. 
summit held in Geneva. 


Yi Cha-pang said: The political parties and public organisations of our country in 
their statement timely called for the withdrawal of nuclear wepaons from South Korea 
and conversion of the Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free, peace zone to eradicate the 
root cause of nuclear war in Korea which is actually the most dangerous hotbed of 
nuclear war. This is an expression of warm compatriotism and peaceloving desire to 
deliver the whole nation from the danger of nuclear holocaust and promote world reace,. 
It is because of the nuclear confrontation policy of the U.S. imperialists that 

the danger of nuclear war is growing on the Korean peninsula and the globe, he said and 
went on: The scientists in the North and South of Korea must lift up their voices for 
removing the U.S. nuclear weapons from South Korea by achieving national unity. 


Yi Sung-ki bitterly denounced the U.S. imperialists for abusing achievements of 
modern science for their wild ambition of world supremacy. He expressed the belief 
that the South Korean scientists and people of all strata who love the country and 
the nation will turn out as one in the nation-wide anti-nuclear, peace movement for 
having the nuclear weapons and the U.S. imperialist aggression forces withdrawn from 
South Korea and turning the Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free, peace zone in 
response to the call of the political parties and public organisations of the DPRK. 


To Sang-nok strongly urged the South Korean scientists to engage themselves in 
scientific researches for saving the South Korean economy from chaos and promoting 

the nation's wellbeing, not in researches serving for the war policy of the U.S. 
imperialists and the militarisation of economy. Warning that if a nuclear war broke 
out on the Korean peninsula, it would easily expand to a global scale, he said: I 
express the firm belief that the world's progressive people and scientists who want to 
live in a peaceful world free from nuclear war would continue to extend active support 
and encouragement to the Korean people's just cause of peace in Korea and her peaceful 
reunification. 


CHON TU-HWAN COMMENTS TO ARMY ON VIGILANCE SCORED 


SK151031 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1021 GMT 15 Dec 85 


[Text ] Pyongyang December 15 (KCNA) -- NODONG SINMUN today runs a signed commentary 
flaying the traitor Chon Tu-hwan for blowing a war trumpet these days, while making 
a round of units of the puppet army and the U.S. imperialist aggression forces. 
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The commentary recalls that the traitor on December 10 visited a puppet army unit and 
a unit of the U.S. imperialist aggression forces and whipped up a war fever for the 
invasion", on December 11 went round puppet ground, naval and alr foree units tn the 
eastern sector of the front, blowing a war trumpet and on December 12 showed up at 
the "graduation ceremony of the postgraduate course of the defence college" and cried 
for strengthening a "security posture", clamouring about "threat of aggression" by 
someone, etc. This draws the attention of people, the commentary notes, and says: 


The puppets refused to open North-South parliamentary talks and discuss the problem 

of publishing a joint declaration of non-aggression and are spurring on war preparations 
with increasing frenzy, while putting off even preliminary contact for North-South 
parliamentary talks on this or that pretext, With nothing can the puppets justify 

such acts, 


The traitor claimed that "the building of an allout war posture" and "increase of 

the combat power" are necessary to prevent the "threat of aggression" by someone, This 
is a lie to justify his clique's war moves. The traitor visited units of the U.S. 
imperialist aggression forces and wagged his tongue, babbling about "contribution" to 
peace. This was intended to dampen the anti-U.S. sentiments running high among the 
South Korean people, keep the U.S. forces in South Korea indefinitely and further 

step up preparations for war against the North, remarks the commentary, 


SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTRY DELEGATION RETURNS HOME 


SK200657 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 1300 OM! 17 Dee 85 


[Text] A delegation of the Consular Department of the Soviet loreign Ministry headed 
by Ivan Gorokov, deputy director of the Consular Department of the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry, returned home by airplane today. 


MORE ECONOMIC UNITS PREFULFILLING ASSIGNMENTS 


S$K191028 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1015 GMT 19 Dee 85 


[Text] Pyongyang December 19 (KCNA) -- The number of yearly target hitters is increas- 
ing in Korea. 15 mines and 8 collieries, 23 geological prospecting corps and 6 factories 
and enterprises in the mining industry have fulfilled their yearly assignments ahead 

of schedule. 


The August mine, the November 8 mine and the Yongun mine have honoured this year's 
plans set higher than last year's 2-3 months ahead of the set time. This year's 
assignments have been finished more than a month and a half ahead of schedule at the 
Northern Railway construction site and the West Sea area fishery domain. 


In Pyongyang more than 30 central industry factories and enterprises and hundreds 

of local industry factories and enterprises have carried out their yearly assignments. 
The municipality's yearly plan for the production of daily necessaries had been carried 
out at 110.5 percent as of November 20. 


This year's plans have been honoured ahead of schedule by more than 300 factories 
and enterprises in North and South Hwanghae Provinces, over 50 railway stations 
belonging to the Sariwon and Pyengyang Railway Administration under the Ministry of 


Railways. 
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lhe number of yearly target hitters is sharply Inereasing tn South Pyongan, South 
Hamgyong and other provinces and in all domains of the natlonal economy, 


RATLWAY CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS SCORE SUCCESSES 
§8K132332 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1502 OM? 13 Dee 85 


[Text] Pyongyang December '3 (KCNA) == the Northern Railway project is progressing 
apace in Korea, The builders have carried out the roadbed project at 97 percent and 
laid rallways extending tens of kilometres. They are creating a new speed of con= 
struction day by day, overcoming the unfavourable conditions of mountainous areas. 


After finishing their assignments for thls year till October, the builders reeently 
drove a longest railway tunnel, thereby making a breakthrough in the roadbed project 
and the Laying of railways. 


This year has witnessed the electrification of the Kumgol-Taehong and Tokchon=Sinsong 
rallway sections and the Laying of ratlways tn different sections which are of weighty 
significance in the national economy Including the Cholgisan-Hyongbong section, 

This has made it possible to increase several times the railway transport of magnesia 
ores abundant in Taehong area and anthracite in Tokchon area, 


The railway builders are now vigorously striving to complete within this year the 
electrification of Sepo-Pyonggang and Kusong-laechon railway sections and the broad 
gauge railway project between Yonggwang and Sinhung. 


At the same time, the Kilju-Yongban double=track railway project is going on at full 
steam and technical preparations for double-track railway projects are brisk in 
different sections. 


More than 1,500 kilometre lines have been switched over to electric traction in the 
period of the Second Seven-Year Plan (1978-1984) in Korea. 


BRLEFS 


DAILY NECESSITY WORKSHOPS -- The daily necessities workshop of Hamhung knitting plant 
and the daily necessities workshop of the daily necessities branch plant in the 

8 February Vinalon Complex have produced daily necessities with good quality. The 
daily necessities workshop of the Humhung kitting plant has scored innovation 

in producing such good quality daily goods as socks for children, gloves, and cushions 
by effectively utilizing collected waste knitting articles. The daily necessities 
workshop at the 8 February Vinalon Complex has produced good quality plastic necessities 
of various kinds. The workshop has increased the daily production quota of plastic 
necessities 1.2 times thorough work preparations and maximum utilization of Labor 
administration hours. [Summary] [Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 

1300 GMT 15 Dec 85 SK] 
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SK200017 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 20 Dee 85 p 1 


[Text] The U.N. Command (UNC) yesterday denied a North Korean claim that a UNC 
helicopter crossed the Military Demarcation Line (DML) Tuesday morning. 


In a message delivered to North Korean component of the Military Armistice Commission, 
the UNC said that an unarmed UNC helicopter on a routine flight mission made a naviga- 
tional error and monentarily flew over the southern boundary line of the DMZ about 
8:50 a.m.. "At no time did the helicopter fly across the DML. No hostile act was 
intended and none was committed," the message said, 


PARLIAMENTARY TALKS HEAD PROPOSES 18 FEB CONTACT 


$K200223 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 0200 GMT 20 Dec 85 


[Text] In a telephone message to Chon Kum-chol, head of the North Korean SPA delega- 
tion to the preliminary contact for North-South parliamentary talks, senior delegate 
Kwon Chong-tal proposed that the third preliminary contact be held at 1000 on 

18 February next year in the Conference Room of the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission at Panmunjom. 


EMPLOYEES AT U.S. BASES PROTEST DISMISSAL PLAN 


SK200208 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 20 Dec 85 p 8 


[Text] The Korean Employees Union of the U.S. Forces Korea yesterday adopted a resolu- 
tion protesting a U.S. military authorities plan to lay off Korea employees. The 
resolution was a adopted during the 24th union representatives conference held at a 
conference room of the Daehan Life Insurance Co. building in Seoul. It was attended by 
some 150 union members. The union members asserted that they cannot accept any kind of 
plan to dismiss Korea employees working at U.S. military bases here. 


In late November, an estimated 500 Koreans working at the Osan Air Base near Suwon 
Staged a rally in protest of an alleged decision by the U.S. Air Force to lay off more 
than 200 Korean employees at Osan, Taegu and Kunsan air bases. The union members also 
demanded the removal of closed circuit TVs installed at workplaces allegedly to monitor 
Korean employees, saying that such devices constitute a human rights violation. 


POLICE TO QUESTION 4 MORE NKDP MEMBERS 


$K200215 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 20 Dec 85 p 8 


[Text] Four more opposition party members will undergo questioning about the recent 
violence at the National Assembly, said Seoul police yesterday. Summonses were issued 
to a total of 22 members of the New Korea Democratic Party [NKDP] yesterday morning, 
requesting them to appear at the Seoul Metropolitan Police Bureau by 10 a.m. tomorrow. 


The 22 NKDP members include 11 legislators, seven lawmakers’ aides and four others, 
including Yi Chun-hyong, an assistant secretary to party president Yi Min-u. The 
opposition members are suspected of manhandling leading legislators of the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party or breaking furniture during a melee developed over the 
handling of the budget bill for fiscal 1986 on Dec. 1. 
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Should they refuse to comply with the summonses, as they declared so earlier, police 
plan to "forcibly" take the party members, except the lawmakers, to the police bureau, 


A police officer said the summonses were issued based on the examination of video tapes 
recording the scenes of violence and testimonies from witnesses, including secretaries 
of several DJP lawmakers and staffers of the Assembly secretarlat and security wuards. 


The NKDP legislators summoned include Reps. No Song-hwan, a vice president and Sin 
Sun=pom, a vice floor leader, Also included are Reps. Kim Tong-chu, Kim Yony-pae, Kim 
Chong-kil, Kim Chong-su, Kim Tae-yong, An Tong-son, Chang Ki-uk, Choe Nak=to and Yi 
Chol, Among the lawmakers' aides involved are Pak Kang-su, aide to Rep. Sin Kieha and 
Choe Tae-hyon, aide to floor leader Kim Tong-yong. 


NKDP DELAYS SCHEDULED EXCHANGES WLTH JSP 
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SK200136 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 20 Dec 85 p 4 


{(Text] The envisioned exchanges between the major opposition New Korea Democratic 

Party [NKDP, NDP] and the Japan Socialist Party will be delayed for some time, NDP 
president Yi Min-u revealed yesterday that "It is difficult to realize exchanges with 
the JSP within this year." The NDP had planned to send a four-member working delegation 
to Tokyo, coincident with the national convention of the Japanese party on Dec, 8, 


As to the scheduled visit to Seoul by the JSP chairman, Masashi Ishibashi, tn January 
next year at the invitation of opposition Leader Kim Yong-sam, Yi said, "It is not a 

matter in which our party should meddle." However, he noted, "If chairman Ishibashi 

would make a visit to the NDP during his stay in Seoul, I will meet him." 


Mutual exchanges between the two major opposition parties of the neighboring countries 

were broadly agreed upon in October. But the NDP has been told to retrain from opening 
exchanges with the JSP because such exchanges would not serve the national interest i! 

the JSP sticks to its pro-Pyongyang policy. 


DISSIDENT ARGUES INHUMANE TREATMENT IN LNQUIRY 
SK200119 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 20 Dec 85 p 3 


[Text] Kim Kon-tae, indicted on charges of having led anti-government rallies and 
having indoctrinated student activists with Communist revolutionary ideologies, argued 
that he was treated inhumanely during investigation. During the first hearing of the 
trial yesterday, he demanded full investigation of the matter before the trial. Kim, 
38, former chairman of the Youth Alliance for Democratization Movement, stood trial for 
the first time since his arrest in early September. 


Soon after roll call of the defendant by the judge, defense attorneys argued against 
the restriction on the number of people admitted to the courtroom, resulting in pauses 
in the trial proceedings several times. The trial should proceed openly, they argued. 
They said a trial with the attendance of only defendants and a limited number of 
family members and ordinary spectators was not an "open" trial in the truest meaning. 


Senior Judge So Song was requested several times by a prosecutor to stop Kim's testi- 
mony about the alleged torture, on the grounds that it had nothing to do with the 
trial itself. But, Judge Son let defendant Kim go ahead with his testimony, lasting 


for about 20 minutes. 
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KPNLF SPLINTER GROUP CLAIMS CONTROL OF FACTION 


THE NATION on KPNLF Reshuffle 
BK200211 Bangkok THE NATION in English 20 Dee 85 pp 1, 2 


(fext] Two leading members of a dissident faction in the Khmer People's National 
Liberation Front (KPNLF) claimed yesterday the attempt to wrest powers from front 
leader Son Sann was a success. They also said that all the Front's "elders" in 
France also support the "take-over." Former Khmer Prime Minister Huy Kanthoul, a 
member of the so-called Council of the Elderly Men, and group spokesman Abdul Gaffar 
Peang Meth, told THE NATION that KPNLF Commander-in-Chief Gen Sak Sutsakhan heads the 
new party and KPNLF Chief-of-Staff Gen Dien Del is also among the eight leaders of 
the party which seized powers from Son Sann. 


They denied a published report that Gen Dien Del was supported only by Lie Ne, a 
field commander of the KPNLF armed forces and said that all the base commanders now 
"stay together at one place controlled by the KPNLF General Staff." None of the 
base commanders, Dr Gaffar said, had so far opposed the take-over. 


He claimed: "The new leadership controls the means to run the front, namely the 
military force and the assistance supplied by nations supporting the movement. If 
you put two and two together, you will have a clear picture about the present situa- 
tion. If the old leadership does not join us, where will they be?" 


Huy Kanthoul said that the "Provisional Central Committee of Salvation" was formed 
on Dec 17 awd is now the ruling body of the Front, replacing the KPNLF executive 
committee (Exco) chaired by Son Sann. He said that: the provisional leadership is 
now running all the work of the Front in the military, diplomatic and civilian areas. 


The former prime minister and former Khmer ambassador to Moscow said that the take-over 
was necessary to put an end to the chronic internal problems in the front which 
affected the front efficiency in its struggle against the Vietnamese occupation of 
Kampuchea. "The majority in the rank and file, the Front supporters overseas and 

even the cadres and civilians on the border have become displeased, unhappy and 
disillusioned with the way the Exco had led the movement. Many Khmer civilians on 

the border have also filed petitions for a leadership change," he said. 


Huy Kanthoul also said that all the Khmer elders living in France had unanimously 
ended their confidence in Son Sann in a meeting which took place in June. He pro- 
duced a document purportedly signed by the elders. The signatures and names ap- 
pearing on the document belong to Chai Thoul, Chhean Vam, Lim Kry, Thonn Ouk and 

Sim Var, aside from that of Huy Kanthoul. Kanthoul asserted that he had no ambition 
in joining the eight-member salvation committee headed by Gen Sak. 


Asked whether Son Sann had been ousted as KPNLF president, he said: "It is up to you 
to draw a conclusion. But now the salvation committee has taken over and the Exco 
has no longer existed." Asked whether Son Sann would have a role to play in the 
KPNLF, he said that Son Sann could contribute to the liberation of Kampuchea as any 
other nationalists could do in the KPNLF. Son Sann could not be reached for com- 
ments last night but his son Son Soubert claimed that the Exco remained in power. 
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BANGKOK POST Report 
BK2000057 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 20 Nee 85 p 1 


[Text] A splinter group said yesterday it had won control of the Khmer People's 
National Liberation Front, Kampuchea's largest non-communist resistance faction. 
Group spokesman Abdul Gaffar Peang Meth said the Provisional Central Committee for 
Salvation [PCCS] had “effectively assumed direction of the KPNLF and will decide al! 
civic, diplomatic, political and military activities", Gaffar said the PCCS de- 
posed the KPNLD's ruling executive committee last Tuesday but kept Son Sann as 
president of the six-year-old movement, "We are the supreme organ. We are taking 
over,” he said, 


But Son Sann's son Soubert said the KPNLF executive committee chaired by his father 
was still in control. Son sann himself was not available for comment. Son Sann 

and his close supporters have wrangled before with KPNLF members such as Gaffar 

who seek closer cooperation with Prince Norodom Sihanouk's noncommunist faction, ac- 
cording to Western diplomats. They said the leadership rift widened after Son Sann 
fired Gaffar from the executive committee Last August. 


Gaffar said the PCCS members felt that "internal conflicts in the KPNLF must be 
brought to an end now so that all Khmer nationalists can devote full attention to 
forging unity in the national liberation struggle". 


Western diplomats confirmed the formation of the PCCS but said it was too soon to 
say how much power it had. 


BANGKOK POST Analysis 
BK190122 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 19 Dec 85 p 3 
[By Jacques Bekaert ] 


[Excerpts] A faction of the Khmer People's National Liberation Front recently 
created a "Salvation Committee" to act as a "counterpower" against the present 
president of the Front, coalition Prime Minister Son Sann. 


The members of the committee have made many of their recent policies with close co- 
operation from the Sihanoukist's ANS, It is understood that they benefit from the 
support of several of the sponsors of the nationalist resistance, and many of them 
have complained that Mr Sonn Sann was an obstacle to such collaboration -- a charge 
denied by the KPNLF leader. 


They claim the other faction is using the theme of cooperation because they know it 
will please ASEAN and Western countries. "We are not against cooperation," one pro- 
Son Sann source told the BANGKOK POST. "But first we have to clear the situation in- 
side our organisation; we also want to see military results and would like to know 
better the basis of such cooperation. "In our mind there is no real obstacle, and 
such cooperation already exists on the battlefield," the source said. 


People close to Mr Son Sann also blame some of the members of the "Salvation Com- 
mittee" for the many violations of discipline among KPNLF troops and the disregard 
for basic human rights of Khmer civilians in the central region of the front. 
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Following the loss of most of its border bases during the past dry season, the KPNLF has 
been torn by internal provlems, "The rainy season was totally lost, we did not do 
anything, militarily speaking" a KPNLF source told the POST, 


While most nations supporting the nationalists are inclined to rally behind the factions 
represented by the "Salvation Cowmittee," they admit that it is not clear yet which 
faction gets the allegiance of the KPNLF army. "Dien Del can only count on Liu Ne, the 
commander of Nong Samet," said a source, Liu Ne is one of the most controversial figures 
of the Front and has been frequently accused of being interested more in business 
adventures than in the struggle for Kampuchea, 


Sources said they are not sure who would support whom but admit that Mr Son Sann can 
probably still count on the fidelity of the majority of the 13-14,000 soldiers of he 
KPNLF, 


While largely inactive for the past few months, KPNLF troops have started moving inside 
Kampuchea, According to a source there is a growing number of KPNLF units operating 
fairly deep inside Kompong Thom province. Some of their activities are in cooperation 
with elements of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea (Khmer Rouge). 


Senior Sihanoukist sources told the POST: "They were very sorry to see the problems 
faced by their friends of the KPNLF. "We do not rejoice," said one ANS source, "because 
at the end only the Vietnamese will benefit from nationalists' divisions and rivalries." 


Another source said: "Some people would like to see the ANS take sides in favour of one 
of the factions of the KPNLF. "This is a very dangerous attitude. We should not be 
forced to take sides in the internal dispute of another organisation, otherwise it 

could jeopardise future cooperation." 


VONADK REPORTS ACTIVITIES AGAINST SRV FORCES 


BK190213 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 18 Dec 85 


[Report from various battlefields] 


[Excerpts] Kompong Cham battlefield: On 13 December, we attacked and destroyed the 
Vietnamese state authorities in Peam Kaoh Sna commune in Stoeng Trang District. Ina 
15-minute battle, we killed two and wounded three Vietnamese enemy soldiers; destroyed 

a B-40, three AK's, acommune office, a Vietnamese expert's house, and some documents and 
war materiel; and liberated five villages: Prek Sangke, Kandal, Tuol Roka, Dam Leu, 

and Sre Sangke. 


Kompong Thom battlefield: On 9 December, we ambushed a Vietnamese troop convoy moving 
from Kompong Thom to Preah Viehar on Route 12 between Voar Chieng and Vat Krachap in 
Kompong Svay District. We killed 6 and wounded 15 enemy soldiers. Among those killed 
were the head of the provincial police and five provincial experts. We destroyed six 
B-40's, seven AK's, two M-79's, six AK-54's, a film projector, three jeeps, two trucks, 
and some war materiel. 


Kompong Som battlefield: On 13 December, we ambushed a Vietnamese transport convoy on 
Route 4 near Stoeng Chhay. We destroyed three trucks, damaged another, and killed five 
and wounded seven Vietnamese soldiers on the trucks. All the materiel on the truck was 


burned, 
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ASEAN TO STUDY CAMBODIA ‘COCKTAIL PARTY' 


BK200153 Rangkok BANGKOK POST in English 20 Dec 85 p 3 


[Text] ASEAN here set up a working group to study Indonesia’ proposed "cocktail party" 
for three Khmer resistance groups, the Heng Samrin regime and Vietnam, Foreign Minister 
Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday. Senior Indonesian and Vietnamese officials will meet 
on December 23-24 and discuss ways to solve the Kampuchean conflict, Indonesia's 
Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja said on his return from Manila, where he attended 
the funeral of former Philippine Foreign Minister Carlos Romulo. However, he declined 
to say where they would meet. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi, also returning from the funeral, said Thailand was not 
opposed to the cocktail party. He said the meeting was in accordance with the summit 
discussions of President Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev that the 
groups invo'ved should meet to solve the conflict. The minister said ASEAN officials 
would meet in Manila next month to discuss the format and venue of the proposed ASEAN 
summit. 


ACM Sitthi said Dr Mokhtar would probably visit Hanoi at the end of January or early 
February. Dr Mokhtar, who flew to the Philippines after visiting Australian Foreign 
Minister Billy Hayden, said Thailand had no objection to the visit because it would 
deal mainly with issues between Indonesia and Vietnam. 


FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT ON SRV VIOLATIONS 


BK191230 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 1030 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Foreign Ministry statement on vio’ations of Thai sovereignty by Vietnamese soldiers 
and arrival of Vietnamese refugees"--date not given] 


[Text] From the beginning of November 1985, Vietnamese soldiers repeatedly fired heavy 
weapons and made incursions into Thailand. The following are the incidents recorded 
from 1 to 30 November. 


Vietnam fired mortar, artillery, and RPG rocket rounds into Thailand many times. A 
total of 264 shells landed in Thailand about 1 to 5 km from the border. Vietnamese 
soldiers committed four incursions. On 25 November, a group of 10 Vietnamese soldiers 
crossed the border into Thailand as deep as 4 km. 


Losses on the Thai side are as follows: On 9 and 29 November, a number of Thai sol- 
diers, border patrol policemen, and civilians stepped on mines planted by Vietnamese 
soldiers inside Thai territory. Six were wounded and two killed. On 11 November, 
Vietnamese soldiers fired forty 120 mm mortar rounds into Thailand, about 3 km from the 
border, causing heavy damage to a cotton plantation. On 12 November, Vietnamese sol- 
diers fired several 105 mm artillery and 82 mm recoiless rifle rounds into Thailand 
resulting in six officials and civilians being wounded and 20 homes damaged. On 

5 November Vietnamese anti-aricraft fired at a Thai patrol plane operating inside 
Thailand many times. 


In November, six Vietnamese soldiers surrendered to Thai authorities. Thai authorities 
meanwhile captured three Vietnamese soldiers crossing the border into Thailand. On 
30 November a group of 50 Vietnamese boat p2ople arrived in Pattani Province. 


SOURCES SAY SRV OFFENSIVE IN CAMBODIA DUE 


BK200141 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 20 Dec 85 p 3 


[Text] Aranyaprathet -- Vietnam has deployed more troops, weapons and supplies to the 
Thai-Kampuchean border sparking off speculation among Thai Army and Khmer resistance 
officers that a major offensive is imminent -- probably due to start on Christmas Day. 


] 
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Thai intelligence sources said that convoys of Vietnamese troops and supplies have 
been spotted moving down Highway 5 and Highway 6, towards Kampuchea's western border, 
for the past few weeks. The sources said thet the escalated military activities were 
similar to the Vietnamese movemen! prior to the attack on the Ritthisen encampment 

of the Khmer People's National Liberation Front on Christmas Day last year. ‘The 
encampment fell that day. 


Deputy commander of the Khmer Rougze's 415th Division, Van Sayoeun, also reported a 
Vietnamese troop build-up at the former stronghold at Phnum Malai. He told the 
BANGKOK POST that six PT-76 medium tanks and an unspecified number of armoured 
personnel carriers were this week moved along Highway 502 towards Phnum Malai. The 
Khmer Rouge officer claimed that his troops killed seven Vietnamese soldiers and 
wounded several others in attacks on Vietnamese outposts in Ban Sakaeyor and Ban 
Patia Ampil, about seven kilometres opposite Prachin Buri's Khlong Hat Sub-district, 
on December 12-13. 


Fighting along the border, however iias subsided in the past few days, it was reported, 
Thai military sources said yesterday that they had so far retrieved over 2,000 
Russian-made booby traps from the border. 


ARMY ON SRV USE OF TOXIC GRENADES NEAR BORDER 


BK181002 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 18 Dec 85 p 2 


[Text] According to a report from the Supreme Command Information Office, Vietnam 
recently sent a special unit of about 900 men for operations against Democratic 
Kampuchea forces in Anlung Veng District. The unit, sent from north Vietnam, is 
equipped with two kinds of poisonous Soviet-made grenades. The first type emits 
white smoke and contains no shrapnel. It causes the victims temporary loss of 
consciousness, but its danger is not mortal. The second type of the grenades releases 
black poisonous smoke which impairs the nervous and respiratory systems. It causes 
loss of consciousness to the victim, and could be mortal if a great quantity hit the 
victim. The two kinds of smoke grenades have been used in Preah Vihear District, 

Koh Kong and Battamband. 


LAO AMBASSADOR SPEAKS ON RELATIONS, AID 


BK200203 Bangkok THE NATION in English 20 Dec 85 p 2 


[Text] Laotian Ambassador to Thailand Khamphan Simmalavong, while emphasizing the 
"extraordinarily close and profound" relations of the three Indochinese states, 

said yesterday he believed Laos and Thailand can have a better mutual understanding 
and improve their relations. Khamphan insisted again on the Laotian's proposal to 
hold government-level negotiations to patch up all the impediments of the normaliza- 
tion of the two countries. 


The Laotian Foreign Ministry in last July formally proposed to the Thai Government 
to discuss all issues of mutual interest after the two countries had a dispute over 
three Northern villages late last year. 
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The Laotian ambassdor said although all Thai troops had withdrawn from the villages 
of Mai, Klang and Sawang, which he said are in Laotian territory, there are still 
some political questions to be solved. 


He told THE NATION that he is not satisfied with the present stage of the Thai-Lao 
rapport, and does not think the talks at local official level will solve the problems. 
However, to an audience of liammasat University's lecturers and students, the ambassador 
compared che close historical relations between Thailand and Laos to the Mekong River. 
"The Mekong or the Chao PhrayaRiver cannot be cut off by anyone. Neither can the 
relations of our two fraternal peoples." 


Stressing the "triumvirate love" of the three communist states, Khamphan described 
their solidarity as "three houses with adjacent roofs" and "whenever one is burnt, 
the other two are also affected." 


The ambassador said most of the assistance Laos receives is coming from the Soviet 
Union, Vietnam and other socialist countries which, he said, are "straightforward and 
sincere" and "hclp Laos to be self-reliant." 


Khamphan said however, the Laotian Government is willing to accept any aid from 
Western countries for its national development "if it carries no political condition." 
He did not elaborate. He said the Soviet Union has annually recruited Laotian 
students to take courses in its country by granting scholarships, adding that most 

of the students take physical medical and other advanced sciences courses. 


Answering a question why the Laotians did no* send any atheletes to the 13th South 
East Asian (SEA) Games, Kamphan said his government does not recognize the Coalition 
Government of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK) which took part in the games. He said Laos 
would participate in the games without CGDK, 


Khamphan's speech was followed by the screening of a video movie depicting what has 
been achieved after ten years of communist take-over in Laos and the national celebra- 
tion on December 2. 


BK171534 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 1030 GMT 17 Dec 85 


[Text] The Supreme Command Information Office reports that as of 11 December a total 
of 379,756 refugees and illegal immigrants were in Thailand -- 15,424 at Khao I-Dang 
holding centers; 113,043 at the Interior Ministry's camps; 358 at the Thai Red Cross' 
Khao Lan center, and 250,931 living along the Thai-Cambodian border. Since 1975, 
518,528 refugees and illegal immigrants have been sent for resettlement in third 
countries. 
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RANOI REPORTS WOLFOW[TZ MEETING IN LAOS 
BK191021 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] Mr Paul Wolfowitz, assistant secretary of state of the United States, concluded 
his visit to Laos on Monday [16 December]. During his stay in Laos, he held talks with 
Lao Vice Foreign Minister Souban Salitthilat. The two sides exchanged views on region- 
al problems, the Lao-U.S. relations, and other issues of mutual concern, 


TO HUU ADDRESSES 41ST CEMA SESSION IN MOSCOW 


OW191117 Hanoi VNA in English 0833 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec 18 -- "Our party has always considered the scientific and techri- 
cal revolution the kingpin of the socialist revolution w' — must be closely associated 
with socialist industrialization, the central task of th le transitional period," 


sa.d the Vietnamese head delegate, To Huu, at the 4lst session of the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance (CEMA) which opened in Moscow yesterday. 


To Huu continued; "With its initial material and technical bases and with a gruwing 
contingent of scientific and technical workers most of whom were trained in the fra- 
ternal countries, Vietnam will do its best to make a modest contribution to the imple- 
mentation of the CEMA's integrated program for scientific and technical advances, first 
of all in the field of biological manufacture aimed at ensuring food supply, improving 
the peo le's health and protecting the environment, and in the field of new materials 
aimed at making fuller use of its resources, 


"Vietnam is also interested in the cooperation in other domains such as electronics, 
informatics and automation. Atomic energy is also our objective as far as future 
development is concerned", To Huu sincerely thanks the fraternal countries in the 
CEMA for providing Vietnam with conditions to participate in the program through the 
transfer on favourable terms to Vietnam as well as Cuba and Mongolia of results of 
scientific and technical research, [as received] 


HANOI REPORTS PRK EMBASSIES INTRODUCE WHITE BOOK 


BK191319 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] The Kampuchean Embassies in the Soviet Union and India have held press confer- 
ences jto introduce the white book on the undeclared war against the People's Republic 
of Kampuchea. At these press conferences, the Kampuchean Embassies denounced Beijing, 
in collusion with Vashington and Bangkok, for sabotaging the rebirth of Kampuchean 
people, They also introduced the all-round development of the People's Republic of 
Kampuchea over the past 7 years and reaffirmed the determination to unite with Vietnam, 
Laos, the Soviet Union and other socialist countries in building and defending the 


homeland. 


TRADE PROTOCOL FOR 1986 SIGNED WITH GDR 


0W180943 Hanoi VNA in English 0824 GMT 18 Dec 85 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec 17 -- A protocol on goods exchange and payment between Vietnam 
and the German Democratic Republic (G.D.R.) for 1986 was signed in Berlin Monday, by 
Dr E. Schwierz and Nguyen Tu, deputy ministers of foreign trade, respectively of the 
G.D.R. and Vietnam, 


ho 
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Present at the signing ceremony were Dector K. Fenske, state secretary for foreign 
trade; H. Tchanter, Vice-chairman of the G.D.R. State Planning Commission and head of 
the G.D.R. section of the G.D.R.-Vietn+m Joint Commission for Economic, Scientific 
and Technical Cooperation; and others. Earlier on Saturday, Horst Soelle, (.D.R. 
minister of foreign trade, warmly received Nguyen Tu. The two officials exchanged 
views on issues relating to the bilater.] trade cooperation. 


STUDENT FRONT ORGANIZATION HONORS LE DUAN 


OWi91836 Hanoi VNA in English 1529 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec. 19 -- Le Duan, general secretary of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam Central Committee, was presented here this afternoon with the "November 17" 
Medal, the highest distinction of the International Union of Students (1.U.S.). The 
medal was presented by Miroslav Stepan, (1.U.S.). president, acting on behalf of the 
1.U.S. Secretariat. 


Present at the ceremony were Le Quang Dao, secretary of the C.P.V. Central Committee; 
Vu Quang, member of the C.P.V. Central Committee and head of its International De- 
partment; Vu Mao, member of the C.P.V. Central Committee and first secretary of the 

Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union Central Committee; and Nguyen Dinh Tu, member cf the 
C.P.V. Central Committee and minister of secondary vocational and higher education. 
Also present were members of the visiting I.U.S. delegation. 


Speaking on the occasion, Miroslav Stepan said: "The I.U.S. has decided to confer 
the highest medal of the union on Comrade Le Duan for his big achievements and con- 
tributions to educating and training the young generation of Vietnam in the revolu- 
tionary spirit, indomitable struggle and friendship with international youth and 
students, for his intense activities in defending the leyitimate interests of the 
youth and students and for his outstanding contributions to the cause of defending 
peace, and building the friendship among nations as well as his contributions to the 
struggle for a better future tor the whole of mankind." 


"The I.U.S. and all the democratic youth in the world have consistently given and 
will continue to give to the people and young generation of Vietnam their solidarity 
and strong support," he stressed. After the presentation ceremony, party General 
Secretary Le Duan had a cordial conversation with Miroslav Stepan and the other 
members of his delegation. 


PHAM HUNG DISCUSSES PLAY, ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 


BK191730 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 1 Dec 85 pp 1, 4 


{"Opinion given by Comrade Pham Hung, member of the Political Bureau and vice 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, after seeing 'The Hot Cliff' performed by the 
Thuan Hai Opera Troupe on the evening of 11 November 1985 at the Ba Dinh Conference 
Hall") 


[Text] The first thing I want to tell you comrades is that today you have made me 
relive the days when I lived in the southernmost areaof Trung Bo. During the resis- 
tance wars against the French and Americans, the southernmost areaendured the ut- 
most hardship and difficulty. It is really "the southernmost". I would say that, 
through this opera, you comrades have made me feel as if I were living in the era 

of our forefathers who blazed trails through mountains and forests to establish 

our country from the north to the south relying on the unity among our people of 
various nationalities from the delta to the mountains and among Vietnamese and tri- 


bal people. 
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Our history recorded two notable aational unifications, The first time was when Quang 
Trung went from the South to the North, and took Thang Long to unlfy the North and the 
South, The second time was the Ho Chi Minh campaign which began at Buon Me Thuot and 
culminated in the liberation of Saigon and the whole of South Vietnam, thereby unifying 
the nation and advane'ng toward socialism. All of us here joined the revolution in or 
before 1930 and later participated in the resistance wars against the French and 
Americans, many of us carried out activities inside areas, while many others went to 
the “remotest" and “most rugged" areas in order to contribute to the success of the 
revolution such as Comrade Tam Hien, now secretary of the Thuan Hai Province party 


committee, 


During the Quang Trung era, though the Tay Son uprising troops were a powerful 
irregular army comprising people of various nationalities who participated in the 
struggle against the enemy from the North, not all of our nation's people were standing 
as one. While during the historic Ho Chi Minh campaign, under the party leadership, all 
of our people of various nationalities from the North to the South, from the delta to 
the mountains, rose up together, This event was very great, We are pround of our 
party and our heroic Vietnamese nation. In the past we smashed the Yuan and Mongol 
arwies, the invincible armies that defeated all from the east to the west; when they 
invaded Vietnam, they were defeated, Then, the U.S, imperialists, with their highest 
potentials and most sophisticated weapons in the capitalist world, were also defeated 
by us. That is the tradition of our people's indomitable unity, 


Comrades, this evening, you have successfully portrayed the lofty traditions of our 
nation, filling the audience with the feelings telt by the children of the South 
leaving the North for the south, who always love the fatherland, and miss the temple 
of the Hung Kings, Thang Long, Ba Dinh, and Uncle Ho. With these feelings, we have 
enjoyed this evening an artistic performance given by people from the south. I also 
know that tomorrow you wil] go north and entertain our solidiers on the border. This is 
quite meaningful. However, difficulties and hardship still abound in the immediate 
future. We are better off now than in the early period of our history or during the 
difficult and hard wars of resistance against France and the United States. As you all 
know, comrades, the party Central Committee adopted a resolution at its eighth plenum 
to gradually remove difficulties and bottlenecks; but it is impossible for the eighth- 
plenum solution to solve everything all at once, for we will have to undergo a pro- 
cess 5,10, or 15 years long of carrying out our long-term economic strategy before we 
can enjoy prosperity and happiness. At that time, perhaps my generation will have 
already died. But old bomboos will grow young shoots. Our young generations are very 
important and valuable. 


We may foresee that our nation's future is very brilliant though we are faced with 
numerous difficulties and much hardship. However, we have defeated the U.S. 
imperialists and unified our country. We also have the resolutions of the Fourth and 
Fifth CPV Congresses and a clear path for advancing toward socialism, In particular, 
we have foiled the Chinese reactionary schemes on the battlefields of Cambodia. 
Eliminating the Pol Pot clique is a strategic task to prevent the three Indochinese 
countries from being divided by the enemy's schewes and unprecedentedly consolidate 
the three countries' unity. At present Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia are closing 
ranks and advancing forward vigorously. 


All these bases convincing us that we can overcome difficulties and will win. Our 
nation will continue its worthy role in history. The opera "The Hot Cliff" performed 
todey has partially manifested our people's tradition of unity in the struggle to 
overcome difficulty and hardship. 
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Now can I make a few points about this evening's opera, As compared with the opera 
"Thunders in the Central Highlands" I saw previously, comrades, you have made marked 
progress with this opera, This opera's literary content is good, thanks to the crea- 
tivity of Luu Quang Vu. Nevertheless, to transform a play into a piece of reformed 
drama and traditional opera is very difficult, and credit for this belongs to Comrade 
Nguyen Tuong Nhan. In my opinion, you have made great, extraordinary progress with 
this opera, Before, the music of traditional opera was monotonous and repetitive, 
but now it has been given a much wider variety. My congratulations for this innova- 
tion. Specifically, this piece of traditional opera does not bore the audience, This 
is very good. 


Now, I have something to say about the director. The director arranged the sets 
fairly well, giving constant animation and appeal to the stage by using many new 
techniques. He successfully created images typical of the people in the southernmost 
region of southern Trung Bo. As I once lived in the south, I have come to understand 
the southerners' feelings. You, comrades, lead a very sentimental life. We cannot 
fully appreciate the beauty of the opera unless we understand that sentimental life. 
Therefore, in my opinion a talented director is one who knows how to tap the national 
feelings and successfully reflect the nation's spirit and character. The performance 
was equally good, with all the actors and actresses successfully bringing out typical 
images of the people in the southernmost part of southern Trung Bo. The image ot the 
soldiers there is quite beautiful. The opera brings us the sentiments of Uncle Ho's 
soldiers -- men who are richer in revolutionary sentiments and fighting spirit than 
anyone else. For this very reason, this opera reminded me of the fine feelings dis- 
played by soldiers upon meeting the commanders of artillery and antiaircraft units 
and division and army corps commanders during the Ho Chi Minh campaign. They were 
very spontaneous in their feelings toward their fellow combatants on the same battle- 
field. 


Now, I will talk about the music of this opera. I carefully followed the music and 
found it beautiful and imbued with the national character. The music suits the actions 
on the stage very well. It can be said that there was a harmonious combination on 

the stage of the ideological theme, the talent of the director, the performance of the 
cast, the music, the props, lighting, and so forth. All of this successfully re- 
flected life and love -- genuine life and sincere love originating from labor and com- 
bat. Generally speaking, the opera successfully conveyed this through pure, beautiful, 
and appealing artisitc formats. I want to repeat that labor and combat will give 
birth to life and love. This is the very life of our own. 


This is why the party advocates the three revolutions -- the revolution of production 
relations, the scientific and technological revolution, and the ideological and cultural 
revolution -- with the ideological and cultural revolution being a very important front 


as it is aimed at winning the hearts of the people, encouraging them to carry out 
productive labor and build socialism, and urging them to fight the enemy aggressors 

to defend Vietnam's territorial integrity. All of this is consistent with the orien- 
tations of the socialist cultural revolution in which the stage plays an important role, 
This revolution must defeat all the ideologies stemming from the decadent and enslav- 
ing culture that the enemy is trying to spread among our people. However, our nation 
is a stalwart one with a formidable tradition to maintain its independent character. 
Without this independent spirit, our country could have been turned into a province 

or a district of China in accordance with its perfidious design and illusionary dream. 
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Without the national character left by the Hung Kings, Uncle Ho, and life, we would 
have lost everything to the Chinese, French, and U.S. aggressors, Therefore, our 
nation's strength is very formidable, Our people's vitality is very great, This vital- 
ity is reflected in the national culture, literature and arts, which you comrades 

are working with on this front -= an important and indispensable front, 


T hope that you will continue to use your songs, dances and spectacular traditional 
opera pleces to motivate everyone to rise up, overcome difficulties, successfully build 
socialism, and firmly defend the heroic Vietnamese fatherland. Comrades, may you set 
out tomorrow in good health to successfully entertain our soldiers defending the father- 
land's frontiers. 


PARTY JOURNAL VIEWS COMBAT, CONSTRUCTION TASKS 
BK181321 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2330 GMT 15 Dec 85 


[TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN December issue editorial: "The People's Armed Forces' 
Realistic Viewpoints on Combat and Construction") 


[Text] One of the major experiences of our People's Armed Forces in combat and con- 
struction over the past 40 years or more has been that, on the basis of firmly grasp- 
ing Marxist-Leninist theory and the party lines and policies, we must always proceed 
from Vietnam's and the Vietnamese people's historic and specific conditions to closely 
follow developments in the revolutionary situation and in military tasks in each period. 


Closely connected with this is the fact that we have inherited and developed the rich 
experiences and valuable traditions of our troops and people -- indeed, of our nation 
as a whole. At the same t ne, we have selected and learned from the advanced experi- 
ence and modern knowledge the people and troops from the Soviet Union and other 
fraternal socialist countries. We must stop the practice of automatically assuming 
others’ patterns, without regard for the specific historic conditions in our country 
and army, and we must avoid all conservative, empiricist, and backward manifestations 
as regards the continuous development of realities and the revolutionary situation and 
tasks. 


Our country's current situation is different from that in many countries. We should 
consider these characteristics in order to correctly and creatively resolve the combat 
and construction problems in our People's Armed Forces. Our country is neither 
totally peaceful nor stable. Although we have some peace, we also face war to an 
extent. Our country is generally at peace -- we are not at war as we were during the 
anti-U.S. resistance struggle. Consequently, since conditions permit, we must concen- 
trate on the primary duty of building the economy and the country. We must tightly 
mesh the economy with national defense and build the Armed Forces in a basic, long- 
term manner so as to defend the fatherland. 


At the same time, we face a land-grabbing border war and sabotage from Beijing, but 

we met all our international obligations on the battlefields of Cambodia and Laos and 
stand ready to cope with a large-scale war of aggression. Although the current war is 
not a major nor region-wide one, it is still very fierce and difficult, causing casual- 
ties and losses daily. In fact, we must mobilize part of our forces nationwide for 
this war of national defense, defending the border against land-grabbing, and ful- 
fil’ing our international duties. We must save enough of our forces to defeat the 
enemy in this kind of very fierce war. As a result, it is wrong to maintain our 

Armed Forces as we did during large-scale wars. However, it is also incorrect to re- 
duce our troops to a peacetime force. 
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At present, our regular forces must be capable of defeating the land-grabbing border 
war and performing our international obligations. At the same time, we must have some 
base on which to expand our force in case of a large-scale war. Since we must maintain 
such an extraordinary regular force, we also must satisfactorily resolve the problems 
of quality and quantity, ensuring victory in combat and high combat readiness while 
simultaneously contributing to the tasks of economic building and national construction, 


We are not currently preparing our country and our Armed Forces to cope with aggression 
under peacetime conditions with the plan to then shift from a peace to a war footing. 
In fact, we are at war against aggression to some extent. But we are preparing our 
country and Armed Forces to cope with a large-scale war should it occur and so are 
preparing to shift our country from a peacetime -- though even now having war to some 
extent == to a wartime footing. We are not building the reserve forces only to expand 
our regular force in case of large-scale war of aggression. We must have replacement 
forces == including personnel and material and technical bases -- rignt now for daily 
and hourly combat replacement assignments to the northern border and the battlefields 
in friendly countries. We must have various ways to build replacement and reserve 
forces in line with such a situation, and not just be able to build and expand our 
regular forces in case of a large-scale war of aggression. 


However, in building the reserves to expand our forces in case of a large-scale war, 
we should also develop the experiences we gained during the 1945-54 anti-French 
resistance, the 1955-75 anti-U.S. resistance struggle, and the 1979 resistance against 
the Chinese aggressors. At the same time, we must attentively learn from the Soviet 
army's advanced expertences in organizing and mobilizing forces and must make the 
best use of these experiences in a manner suitable to the conditions of our country 
and Army. The creativity of our troops and people in combat on all battlefields and in 
construction in all localities over the past years provides the right solutions for 
resolving this problem. It is also necessary to add that the national liberation war 
and the national defense war are the whole people's war. Since our Armed Forces are 
composed of three categories of troops, we must prepare all our people to fight 

the enemy and must mobilize all three troop categories, not just the Army troops 

like in ancient wars. So, in building the Armed Forces -- both regular and reserve 
forces -- we must thoroughly understand the all-people's war concept and see the 
immediate requirements and characteristics of the current situation. We must 
simultaneously realize the developing trends and long-range requirements of a large- 
scale war. We must be very creative in real situations. 


Our economy -- a backward agricultural economy widely characterized by small 
production -- is now in the process of advancing to large-scale socialist production 
without going through the stage of capitalist development. We are just in the first 
stage of transition, we must still struggle against hardship for the next several 
years in order to be able to get through that first stage, step by step, and embark 
on the second transition stage. For a long time now, despite the fact that we have 
gradually concentrated on our central task -- socialist industrialization -- our 
national industry in general, as well as our national defense industry in particular, 
has not been able to and still cannot solve the question of equipping our People's 
Armed Forces with modern weapons and technology. Thanks to the Soviet Union's Jt 
generous assistance, we can modernize our Armed Forces beyond our industry's capa- 
bility. However, it is impossible for our country's infrastructure to quickly ensure 
and develop the Soviet modern weapons and equipment. The geographical conditions 

on our battlefields also seriously affect the development of the usefulness of modern 
weapons and technology. For this reason, we must solve the arming of our military 

in conformity with our economy's capacity. 
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We must try to race against time to acquire progressively modern technical equipment , 
satisfactorily solve the lAsue of ensuring material and technical bases, and master and 
develop the greatest effects of modern equipment, Meanwhile, we must still attach much 
importance to less sophisticated and rudimentury weapons and war means in order to 
constantly deve lop the fighting strength of all three categories of troops, as well as 
of all the people, 


While struggling resolutely to gradually and successtully build our national defense 
industry, we must, in a sclentific, practical, and active manner, solve the issue of 
arming various units and categories of troops in a way that suits the speetfie condi- 
tions of each battlefield. This is because jungle, mountain, and border battlefields 
are differert from those in the delta and coastal regions and on offshore islands, and 
battlefields in Vietnam are different from those in Cambodia and Laos, 


Experience shows that we cannot ensure the superior fighting strength of our troops 

by merely organizing sizable units and equipping them with modern weapons, We also can- 
not apply the same system of organization and equipment to units that fight on 
battlefields with different geographical conditions, The organization of military work 
is a very complicated science. It must be carried out in such a way as to best mix 
humans with various types of equipment and weapons and combat methods in a given 
environment to attack specific combat objectives, It is necessary to intensify party 
leadership over the Armed Forces. The strength and effectiveness of party work and 
political work stem from the Army's close attachment to combat activities and construc- 
tion in all aspects under the party's leadership, 


The fourth and fifth party congresses and the party Central Committee Political Bureau 
have issued resolutions on the need to change and streamline the system of party 
leadership over the VPA and national defense work tn a way that suits the new situa- 
tion. This clearly shows the revolutionary and scientific character and the practical 
line and the line of development of our party in organizational work, and reflects 
strikingly the lesson on the development of our experience and tradition in combination 
with the selective study of experiences of friendly countries. We should look at 
reality in order to continue concretizing and streamlining the system of party leader- 
ship over the Army. 


Building the Armed Forces is done in order to defeat the enemy. Consequently, we must 
thoroughly understand the enemy and firmly control the enemy politically, economically, 
and militarily from the strategic, campaign, and tactical standpoints. We must also 

be well aware of the enemy's nature, plots and tricks. We must closely watch the 
changes in and development of enemy ranks and make the most scientific and precise 
estimates of the enemy's countermeasures and plots and changes in its organization and 


technical and tactical equipment. 


Events in the past 10 years have shown more clearly than ever the very cruel and 
systematic plots of the Chinese reactionaries against our country and the three 
Indochinese countries as a whole. Along with their strategic combat measures and 
maneuvers and their activities of psychological warfare and espionage, we must closely 
watch the developments of the situation, correctly estimate all possible circumstances, 
all forms of the war of aggression that the enemy might use, and all the combat 

tactics and maneuvers that the enemy might resort to so that we can take the initiative 
to cope with them. 


To defeat the enemy, one decisive step is to correctly solve the problem of combat 
tactics and to continually develop and scientifically complete the military arts of 
the Vietnamese people's national defense war. We have gradually and successfully 
solved the questions of combat tactics during the national defense war along the 
southwestern border against the Pol Pot lackey clique and along the northern border 


against the Chiense aggressors. 
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Recently, we have also gradually discovered the proper tactics to defeat the enemy in 
its land-grabbing war along the northern border, At the same time, together with the 
Cambodian troops and people, we have found the proper tactics to continually defeat the 
Cambodian reactionaries in thelr land-grabbing border war and sitbversion in Cambodia. 
It is clear that the differences in the forms and circumstances of war, the combat 
objectives, the balance of forces, and the battlefield conditions call for the creative 
application of many different combat tactics, 


Even in a single battlefield such as along the Cambodian-Thal border, the volunteer 
Vietnamese troops together with the Cambodian revolutionary troops have applied various 
combat tactics during their attacks on enemy bases, Evidently, to cope with a possible 
large-scale war of aggression, we cannot rest on combat tactics such as those we are 
using now. Here, we can See even more clearly than elsewhere the need to apply and 
develop the rich combat experiences that we have gained including the experiences in 
the national liberation war, the national defense war, the local people's war, and the 
the war involing the various regular Army crops of combined arms and services on 
various scales, 


At the same time, we must select and learn from the modern combat experiences of the 
Soviet Army in its modern war. All manifestations of mechnical imitation, conserva- 
tism, and empiricism are harmful and must be paid for with blood and bone, 


Proceeding from the realities of combat and past victories, we can assert all the 

more firmly and reach a high degree of identity of views on basic issues of the party's 
military line in general and of the people's warfare viewpoint and Vietnam's martial 
arts in particular in the stage of national construction and defense, 


We can also see all the more clearly the need to be constantly creative in real life 
in order to continually manifest the party's military line and develop and perfect 
Vietnam's martial arts. On this basis, we will compile combat regulations for the 
Armed Forces and conduct training for cadres and combatants. 


The Vietnamese People's Armed Forces are truly an invincible force. However, victory 
cannot be won easily. Victory is the result of courageous combat and the marvellous 
intelligence of our cadres and combatants under the party leadership. It reflects the 
extremely rich creativity of our troops and people in truly fierce combat for survival 
against several cruel agressors. 


The party's correct lines and policies are the result of the creativity of the people, 
cadres, and party members under the party's leadership. Realities always clarify 

the party's correct lines and policies. The examination of the correctness of lines 
and policies will help us constantly perfect lines and policies. 


To thoroughly understand the realistic viewpoint on development in all combat and 
construction operations is a current and topical lesson that our People's Armed Forces 


must learn now. 


PRK AMBASSASOR CONCLUDES TERM OF OFFICE 


0W191859 Hanoi VNA in English 1519 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec. 19 -- Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
Peoples Republic of Kampuchea Sieng Saran left here today at the end of his term of 


office in Vietnam. 


IV. 20 Dec 85 INDONESTIA N ] 


WORKING GROUP ON CAMBODIA TO BE SET UP WITH SRV 


HK191514 Hong Kong AFP in English 1510 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] Jakarta, Dec 19 (AFP) -- Indonesian and Vietnamese officials will meet next week 
to discuss the Cambodian conflict, Indonesian Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja said 
here today. Mr. Mokhtar said that the officials would form a working group and would 
examine possible steps towards a solution of the conflict on Monday and Tuesday. He said 
the meeting would take place in Indonesia, but did not say where. 


The foreign minister made the announcement when he returned from visits to Australia and 
the Philippines. Mr. Mokhtar made a four day official visit to Australia and stopped 
over in the Philippines on the way back to attend today's funeral of statesman Carlos 
Romulo. 


SUHARTO THANKS REAGAN FOR JENKINS BILL VETO 


BK191134 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 0700 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] President Suharto has expressed appreciation for U.S. President Reagan's veto of 
the Jenkins Bill to curb textile, apparel, and shoe imports from developing countries. 
According to President Suharto, this shows the deep understanding of the U.S. 
Administration for the needs of peopie in other countries, especially in Indonesia. 


The Indonesian head of state coveyed t”. above statement to U.S. Ambassador John 
Holdridge, in Bina Graha presidential office, Jakarta this morning. The ambassador was 
paying a visit at the end of his tenure in Indonesia. On the occasion, President 
Suharto also expressed the hope that John Holdridge will convey the appreciation message 
directly to President Reagan. According to President Suharto, Ronald Reagan's response 
in vetoing the Jenkins Bill is happily welcomed by all Indonesians. Meanwhile, 
Ambassador John Holdridge has assured that textile and apparel products from Indonesia 
will be well-recieved in the United States. 


MURDANI WARNS AGAINST RIVALRIES IN MUSLIM PARTY 


BK191445 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 1200 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] Armed Forces Commander General Murdani, who also heads the Order and Security 
Restoration Command, has stressed that the government does not want to see leadership 
rivalries within the United Development Party [PPP] as this runs contrary to the 
party's Constitution. The Armed Forces commander made these remarks when he addressed 
participants of a PPP consultative meeting in Jakarta yesterday. The meeting was 
attended by some 200 participants from all parts of Indonesia. The Armed Forces 
commander also urged all PPP officials and members to reunite and solve problems facing 
the party so that the PPP can play its role in creating and maintaining national 
stability. He added that the PPP members must continue to channel their political 
aspirations through the new order system, which seeks genuine practice of the Pancasila 
state ideology and the 1945 Constitution. 
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RADIO VIEWS UPCOMING SRV-INDONESIAN TALKS 

BK191301 Kuala Lumpur International Service in English 0800 GMT 19 Dee 85 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] It is certainly good news that a Vietnamese team will be meeting an Indonesia 
top level diplomatic team in Jakarta next week. Although it will be difficult to 
predict the exact outcome of the talks, the fact that the decisionmakers of Hanol hav 
taken steps to discuss the ASEAN proposal for a meeting of various Kampuchean faction 
with the Vietnamese is a most welcome development. Vietnam and Indonesia have agree 
in principle to the setting up of a working group during a visit to Indonesia in 
August by the Vietnamese foreign minister, Mr Nguyen Co Thach. The Indonesian toreip 
minister, Dr Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja, has been working hard to bring Vietnam to the 
negotiating table. Even in the course of his present official visit to Australia, he 
has explained the ASEAN position on the issue of Kampuchea and there are indications 
that the Government of Australia supports the move to settle the crisis through 
diplomatic or political means. 


Malaysia's stand on this crisis, which threatens peace and stability of Southeast Asi 
has been made clear on several occasions. Malaysia has brought up the idea of proxin 
talks which will enable the parties that are most affected by the present stalemate - 
namely the various political groups that claim to represent segments of the 
Kampuchean people -- to meet and engage in heart-to-heart talks. The absence of sup: 
power interests ought to make it easier for the Kampucheans to negotiate. The recent 
idea of a cocktail party leading to serious negotiations was mooted by Prince Norodor 
Sihanouk and this, in the perception of many observers, is really a slight adaptatio) 
of the Malaysian prime minister, Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed's own plan. Whatever 
the modality of the negotiations, it stands to reason that the Kampuchean people thei 
selves must have the right of self-determination. Vietnam has thus far been trying 
extract the greatest possible diplomatic mileage out of the past records of the Pol 
faction. Although that episode in Kampuchea's history is a dark and unhappy one, th 
time has come to think of the future of the Kampuchean people. They have as good an 
legal rights as any other people to national sovereignty and existence without 
external interference. 


In any case, the prolonged occupation of Kampuchea by Vietnamese troops cannot be 
viewed without frustation and anxiety by the other peace-loving nations of Southeast 
Asia. It is already nearly 7 years since the Vietnamese launched the so-called war 
liberation against Kampuchea. During all these years, ASEAN has been united in its 
demand that Vietnam must withdraw its troops from Kampuchea. The international 
community has given overwhelming support to Malaysia and its ASEAN partners in their 
call to Vietnam to agree to negotiation. Therefore, what transpires at Jakarta from 
Sunday to Tuesday [22-24 December] will attract the eyes and ears not only of ASIAN, 
but of the international community. It is hoped that Vietnam will come ready tor 
serious negotiations. 


BERNAMA, XINHUA LAUNCH SATELLITE NEWS EXCHANGE 


BK161415 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 16 Dec 85 


[Text] The Malaysian national news agency, BERNAMA, and the Chinese XINHUA news age1 
today formally launched a bilateral exchange of news following the opening of direct 

satellite links between the two agencies. In his message to mark the launching, 
BERNAMA General Manager Encik Ahmad Mustafa Hassan said the move would further enhanc 
cooperation between the two agencies and strengthen regional cooperation. XINHUA 
Director General Li Qing, in his message, hoped that the direct news exchange links 
would further develop friendly cooperation between the two agencies. 
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MARCOS PAYS LAST RESPECTS TO CARLOS ROMULO 


HK190801 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0700 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] President Marcos and the first lady led the nation today in paying final tri- 
bute to former Foreign Minister Carlos P. Romulo, who died Sunday at the age of 86. 
Necrological rites were held this morning for Romulo at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines. In deference to the late statesman's last wishes, funeral eulogies 
were brief. They were delivered by the foreign ministers of Thailand, Singapore, 
Indonesia, and Japan [as heard]. 


In his final tribute to Romulo, President Marcos said the general was the country's 
most distinguished envoy to the world. The chief executive said Romulo's loss would 
only be irreparable if we bury the visions and the dreams of the man. [Marcos re- 
cording indistinct] 


After the rites, Romulo's remains were brovght to the Libingan ng Mga Bayani [Heroes' 
Cemetery] at Fort Bonifacio, the general's resting place. Ranking government offi- 
cials, members of the diplomatic corps, Asian and American diplomats attended today. 


MARCOS MEETS OUTGOING USSR, SRI LANKAN ENVOYS 


HK191548 Manila METRO MANILA TIMES in English 19 Dec 85 pp 1, 5 


[Text] President Marcos yesterday conferred the Order of Sikatuna (rank of Datu) on 
outgoing Ambassador Yuriy Sholmov of the Soviet Union in recognition of his excep- 
tionally meritorious services in the field of international relations. The President 
presented the award in the presence of members of the diplomatic corps led by Msgr. 
Burno Torpigliani, papal nuncio and dean of the corps, and officials of the Soviet 
embassy in Manila. 


Earlier, the President received Ambassador N.M.M.1. Hussain of Sri Lanka, who called 
to bid the President farewell after completing his tour of duty in the Philippines. 
The President presented him with a silver tray as a memento of his stay in the 
Philippines. 


Accepting the award, Sholmov said it symbolized Soviet-Philippine relations, which 
he said were based on mutual respect, mutual benefit, and noninterference in their 
internal affairs. Sholmov pointed out that Filipinos and their Soviet partners con- 
stantly seek new opportunities to expand trade and economic ties as well as promote 
cultural exchanges between the two countries. Sholmov paid tribute to the President 
and the First Lady, considered a patroness of the arts, for promoting continued 
cooperation in science, education and sports with the Soviet Union. The President 
cited Sholmov for supporting efforts to promote mutual understanding and close rela- 
tions between the Philippines and the Soviet Union and for promoting RP [Republic 
of the Philippines]-Soviet trade by extending assistance to Philippine exports. 


MARCOS CLAIMS DOLLARS 'SALTED' ABROAD RETURN 
HK200657 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 19 Dec 85 p 2 


[By Tara S. Singh] 


[Text] Some of the dollars salted abroad have come back to the country, President 
Marcos disclosed yesterday. 
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The president said that, to date, the amount of dollars "transferred back" to the cour 
try has reached about $700 million. 


(Late last month at a Kapihan sa Maynila [Minila Coffee Shop] forum, Central Bank [CB] 
Governor Jose B, Fernandez Jr. confirmed an earlier BUSINESS DAY story that the CB's 
accounting of the country's balance of payments showed an unexplained capital inflow 
in the first half of the year. "The capital inflow that was not explainable through 
the normal BOP [Balance of Payments] terminology amounted to $516 million," he said.) 
Since the start of the economic crisis some two years ago, most economists estimated 
that the capital flight from the country has amounted to $200 billion. 


Marcos said the return of the dollars is an "important sign" that the country is well 
on the road to healthy economic growth. The maintenance of a strong foreign exchange 
rate is one of the indicators of a vibrant and healthy economy, he said. "If you can 
maintain the foreign exchange rate, then you are in." Recalling the predictions by 
some economists that the peso would slide down to P50 against the dollar, Marcos said 
the government "has defied such gloomy forecasts by successfully pegging the peso 
rate against the dollar at P18.70 or P18.80." The peso-dollar rate yesterday closed 
at P18.982 to a dollar. 


Citing current statistics, Marcos said the country has "fared well: and has, in fact, 
done better than other countries beset with similar economic problems. The president 
again pointed to the lowering of the inflation rate from a "post-war high of 63 
percent in October 1984 to just only 6.9 percent last November." This figure, he said 
is within the prescribed target of the International Monetary Fund [IFM]. The Presi- 
dent also cited the dollar remittances of Filipino workers abroad. "The remittances o 
workers abroad haveincreased to...$600 million in the last several months. This will 
sustain growth," he said. 


MARCOS DISCUSSES FOREIGN SUPPORT FOR OPPOSITION 


HK191445 Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Dec 85 pp 1, 8 


[By Miguel Genovea] 


[Text] President Marcos accused yesterday the opposition of soliciting "all kinds of 
support" from foreign sources in their desperate bid to attain power in the coming 
election. The President said that the opposition candidates have openly admitted that 
they have gone to Germany to raise funds and that they will be supported by the Ameri- 
cans. By doing so, the president said, the opposition aspirants have compromised 
their independence as well as the sovereignty and dignity of the Filipino people. 

Mrs. Corazon Aquino, the opposition presidential candidate, was reported as saying 
that she intends to raise from P250 million to P500 million to finance her presiden- 


tial campaign. 
In related developments yesterday: 


-- Political Affairs Minister Leonardo B. Perez called for an investigation by the 
Batasan and the Commission on Elections of reports that opposition candidates have 
solicited and received campaign funds from foreign sources. 


-- President Marcos said that present trends indicate that the country will move 
towards greater economic activity and into renewed and sustained growth next year. 
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While not acutally saying that the Americans are helping the opposition, the president 
said that it seems strange that "there are too many instances whcre Americans are at 
the right place when decisions are being made." At least with respect to him, the 
Americans are not intervening. "They are good diplomats because they know that if they 
openly interfere, I immediately tell them that from this point on we are no longer in 
official conversation," he said. He said that when he talks with American officials, 
they talk as friends and he listens to their advice. "But that doesn't mean I will take 
it," he said. The president said that his talks with Paul Laxalt (R., Nevada) were 
"very, very pleasant." Recently, the president said, Laxalt called him by phone to ask 
whether he is really calling an election. The president said he replied in the 
affirmative and as a matter of fact "we are now campaigning." When the President asked 
Laxalt if the Americans will help the opposition in the campaign, the American solon 
said, "No, why should we intervene?" The president said that his government and the 
administration of the President Ronald Reagan have maintained friendly relations and 
their personal relationship continues to be pleasant. 


On the economy, the president said he based his forecast on the initial successes of 
the country's national economic recovery program, notably the bringing down of the 
inflation rate from a post-war high of 62 percent in October 1984 to just 6.9 per- 

cent last November. The president noted that the Philippines is the only country among 
35 others which has met the recovery measures prescribed by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). "We are keeping the money supply at an even level, which is one of the 
hardest things to do. We are keeping deficits at a level that is in accordance with 
the agreement with the IMF," the president said. The president added that the country's 
balance of payments have slightly improved since "our dollar earnings are more than 

our expenditures." This, he said, resultcd in the beefing up of the country's dollar 
reserves to $1.5 billion. The president also cited the dollar remittances of Filipino 
workers abroad, which increased to $600 million in the last few months. At the same 
time, the president disclosed the transfer of dollars back into the country has 

reached $700 million, "an important sign that the country is well on the road back to 
healthy economic growth." 


Perez, in calling for Batasan and Comelec ivvestigations, cited reports that the 
opposition had launched a massive fund-raising campaign for the coming elections in 
several countries, including the United States and the Federal Republic of Germany in 
violation of the Omnibus Election Code. Section 96 of the election code he said, 
prohibits receiving contributions from foreign sources. 


MARCOS TO CONFER WITH MANILA MAYORS ON CAMPAIGN 


HK190117 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 18 Dec 85 p 24 


[ By Raissa Lamson-Espinosa] 


[Text] President Marcos meets this week with Metro Manila mayors whom his wife, Imelda 
recently designated as chairmen of the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL) party electoral 
machinery in their respective localities. Mrs. Marcos is the incumbent Metro Manila 
governor and KBL party chairman for the National Capital Region (NCR). According to 
Metro Manila vice-governor Ismael Mathay Jr., Mrs. Marcos has instructed mayors to 
appoint the poll inspectors needed to man the 12,500 precincts in Metro Manila for the 
registration days as well as on election day. 


The KBL machinery in Metro Manila has to resolve a crucial problem. It has to rely on 
the mayors and barangay officials, many of whom have "no substantial influence" on 
the four million voters, noted as well-placed source in the Metro Manila Commission 


(MMC). 
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A government-initiated survey of people's attitude towards their mayors has found most 
of them ineffective. Still, Mathay said, "even at this (the mayor's) worst, you have 
to give him 20 percent (delivery of votes) especially if he has been long in office. 
For instance, che late Quezon City Mayor Norberto Amoranto enjoyed 35 percent rating 
even at his weakest." The problem is compounded by two other factors. First, the 
KBL is not certain of the loyalty of many barangay captains. In Manila, for example, 
one-third of all 897 barangay captains are perceived to have oppositionist leanings, 
Mathay said. Manila, with 983,938 registered voters, has 25 percent of the entire 
Metro Manila electorate. 


Mayoral aspirants are also riding on the snap poll campaign to position themselves 
favorably for the local elections, Certain groups are now trying to establish their 
control over the KBL machinery at the precinct level. Local government sources said 
this is particularly true in Quezon City where at least 55 barangay captains owe 
their loyalty not to Mayor Adelina Rodrigues but to the Ministry of Local Government 
Assistant Minister Eduardo Soliman. The sources added that Soliman himself appears 
disinterested in the mayoral position but prefers to stay in the background as a 
political kingpin. ‘ndres ‘Jun" Genito, the former KBL campaign manager who resigned 
from the KBL chapter under Rodriguez, is reportedly trying to link up with Soliman. 
Genito is running for mayor. Quezon City, with 798,595 registered voters, has 20 
percent of all registered Metro Manila voters. The Group of IV, a fraternity of 55 
barangay captains who look up to Soliman for advice, control an area in which 40 
percent of all city voters live. Despite this, KBL managed to get only one Batasan 
candidate (Mathay) elected. KBL machinery has quantity but not quality, according 
to observers in MMC and local governments. KBL may be sure of its leaders but not of 
its constituents who were pro-opposition last election. Mathay himself was cautious 
about predicting a win since he said the campaign just started and conditions vary 
from one locality to the next in Metro Manila. 


TOLENTINO OUTLINES ROLE AS VICE PRESIDENT 


HK200446 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 19 Dec 85 pp l, 4 
[By Teddy Owen] 


[Text] Member of Parliament Arturo Tolentino said yesterday he will continue to be a 
critic of the administration if elected vice president but that his criticisms will 
be "constructive." Tolentino was known for his sharp tongue against the Marcos admin- 
istration before he was chosen vice presidential candidate of the ruling Kilusang 
Bagong Lipunan. Explaining his now "moderate" stand, Tolentino said: "If you cannot 
clean the government from the outside, we hope to clean it from the inside. I feel 
that I will have a big say in future government actuations if and when elected vice 
president. But one thing is clear. I will continue to be fiscalizer and this will 
be my job. I suppose the President knows that." Tolentino made the statements in 
the face of a mounting attack from the opposition on his "new stance" since becoming 
a KBL vice presidential candidate. 


MP Oscar Santos (Unido-Quezon), said that while the former foreign minister is an 
"intellectual and his words do attract attention and prompt people to listen," 

he may have a hard time explaining to the people why he has changed his stand on 
Amendment 6, which he earlier said is patently unconstitutional, and on the election 
law, which he also claimed was unconstitutional. Tolentino, however, said his posi- 
tion on Amendment 6 has not changed. He said he, in fact, told a group of American 
observers that if elected vice president, he would ask Mr. Marcos to repeal Amendment 
6 and some presidential decrees involving human rights. 


ae) 
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Apparently, he said, some men of the President were arcund and they perhaps later 
told Mr. Marcos about this. Thus, Tolentino said, the President announced receatly 
that he would review the controversial amendments after the February election and would 
even go as far as calling a review of the Constitution and other presidential decrees. 
On the election law, Tolentino said there is no inconsistency between his original 
scand on it and the steps taken by the opposition. He said the opposition, while 
opposing the law, showed more inconsistencies because they opposed it from the start 
and continue to oppose it but at the same time they are taking steps to participate 

in the coming election. "We are just taking the same steps to make sure that we will 
be participating in the election should the Supreme Court declare it unconstitutional 
[as published]. We would like to be assured that we will not be left behind if such 
a declaration is made by the high court," he said. He added that the situation has 
not changed his stand on the matter of the law's constitutionality. 


KBL TICKET GETS SUPPORT OF 25 \PPOSITION LEADERS 


HK190135 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 18 Dec 85 p 8 


[Text] Some 25 leaders of different opposition parties in three provinces in Mindanao 
have pledged their support for President Marcos and MP Arturo Tolentino in Feb. 7 
election. MP Josa Ma. R. Zubiri, Jr. (KBL-Bukidnon), deputy regional chairman for 
Region 10 introduced the opposition leaders during a post-convention gathering of 
Region 10 Delegates at a Makati hotel. Of the 25 oppositionists, 13 are from 

Bukidnon province headed by Vice Gov. Esmeraldo A. Cudal of Mindanao Alliance [MA] 

and ex-governor Teodoro Oblad of the Liberal Party; eight from Surigao del Norte 
composed of five Mindanao Alliance, and three independents, and four from Misamis 
Oriental (three independents and one PDP-Laban [Pilipino Democratic Pairty-Lakas ng 
Bayan] The other opposition leaders reported by Zubiri are: 


From Bukinon: Valencia Mayor Absalon P. Catarata (MA), Damulog Mayor Emeterio D. 
Luis (MA), Pangantucan Mayor Saturnino Co. Sabodo (MA), Talakag acting Mayor Joel 
Artango (MA), San Fernando Mayor Antonio B. Tuazon (MA), Malitbog Mayor Pablo L. 
Prequencia (MA), Damulog Vice Mayor Renfiedo Olivo (MA), Pangantucan Vice Mayor 
Nanding Gascon (MA), Kadingilan Ex-Mayor Florencio P. Isidro (MA), Talakag ex- 
Mayor Flores Alunan (MA), and Ex-SP member Severo Dignos (MA). 


From Surigao del Norte: Bacuag Mayor Ramon Carlota (Ind), Mainit Mayor Robaum 
Religquette (Ind), Tubod Mayor Cleto Calamba (MA), Sison Mayor Antonio Fetalvero 
(MA), Malimono.Mayor Teodoro Senaca (Ind), Dapa Mayor Segendo Espinele (MA), Burgos 
Mayor Benjamin Gona (MA), Tagana~an Vice Mayor Cristobal Ganay (MA). 


From Misamis Oriental: Gregorio Pelaez, Jr. and Vicente Pelaez, sons of the late 
Congressman Gregorio Pelaez, Sr (both Independents), SP Member Constantio Jaraula 


(Ind) and ex-SP member Erasmo Damasing (PDP-Laban). 


MARCOS, AQUINO COMMENT ON SUPREME COURT RULING 


HK200449 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] The Supreme Court voted yesterday seven to five to allow the holding of 
the snap elections on February 7. The voting was handed down in a five-paragraph 
minute decision which upheld the constitutionality of the Batas Pambansa [National 
Law] 883. The law provides for the February 7 special elections of the president 
and the vice president. 
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The decision dismissed the 1l petitions asking the court to declare the law unconsti- 
tutional and to stop the holding of elections. 


President Marcos, in reaction, hailed the Supreme Court decision allowing the holding 
of the elections on February 7. He said it would strengthen government institutions 
prejudiced by the black propaganda by opposition candidates. The president commented 
on the Supreme Court decision in his talk yesterday with former Japanese Prime Minister 
Masayoshi Ito. The president said all doubts on the government will now have been 
eliminated, so that whoever will be elected president will have the strength of the 
people's support to continue existing programs. The president said the urgent programs 
that need total people support are the counterinsurgency campaign and the economic 
recovery program. 


Other government leaders and opposition stalwarts also expressed elation over the 
Supreme Court decision favoring the snap polls. Justice Minister Estelito Mendoza said 
the decision vindicated both the judgement of the president and the Batasan. Labor 
Minister Blas Ople, for his part, said the ruling gave strong meaning to the account- 
ability of the government in the constitution and rendered a timely signal service to 
the cause of democracy and freedom. Meanwhile, for their part, opposition presidential 
candidate Mrs Cory Aquino and her running mate, Salvador Laurel, also hailed the 
Supreme Court action. They said the Supreme Court decision is indicative of its 
inclination to heed the people's will, claiming that the people can now proceed with the 
process of putting down the Marcos administration. 


MP SAYS MARCOS TO CREATE NEW MINISTRY FOR VER 
HK180140 Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 17 Dec 85 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpts! The opposition hits the central Luzon campaign trail today, with simultane- 
ous rallies in Tarlac, Pampanga, and Bulacan, proclaiming the Cory Aquino-Salvador 


Laurel ticket. 


Also yesterday, MP Aquilino Pimentel said President Marcos plans to form a new ministry 
to be called "Ministry of Public Ministry," which, Pimentel said "is tailor-made to 
accommodate Gen. Fabian C. Ver". Pimental said Ver is expected to retire after the 
Christmas holidays to pave the way for his appointment as head of the proposed new 
ministry. 


Opposition vice presidential candidate Salvador Laurel said "90 percent of the rebels 
are not communists but have resorted to arms out of desperation under the oppressive 
and overstaying regime." He said the opposition is proposing to grant amnesty to all 
political prisoners and to legalize the out-lawed Communist Party of the Philippines 
under a pluralistic society on condition that they swear not to use force in changing 
government and to disband the New People's Army. If elected, the new government, 
Laurel said, would also prosecute and punish government officials who have enriched 
themselves in office by violating the anti-graft law. He said the opposition platform 
gives priority to a total revamp of government as a first step towards economic and 
democratic recovery. 


AQUINO, LAUREL CAMPAIGN IN LEGAZPI CITY 


HK190631 Dagupan City DZDL Radio in Tagalog 0445 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] In Legazpi City, Cory Aquino and Doy Laurel stressed the importance of change 
in the face of what they termed the nation's greatest sufferings. Cory and Doy were 
greeted by some 20,000 people in Legazpi City after their campaign trips in Central 
Luzon. 
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Meanwhile, in Malacanang, Marcos said that the opposition has lost dignity for using 
foreign funds from the Federal Republic of Germany. The president was referring to Cory 
Aquino's statement that they would raise some 250 to 500 million pesos for the 
opposition's presidential campaign. On the opposition side, Aquino and Laurel said the 
country's problems are being aggravated by the government's foreign borrowings. 


Lligan City Rally 
HK200739 Dagupan City DZDL Radio in Tagalog 0445 GMT 20 Dec 85 


{Text] In Iligan City, the Aquino-Laurel ticket said that the days of the Marcos 
administration are numbered following the Supreme Court decision to allow special 
presidential elections in February 1986, The declaration was made by Mrs Corazon Aquino 
and Salvador Laurel before thousands and thousands of Muslims and Christians who flocked 
to the tandem's political rally. 


Laurel said that while the legal implications of the Supreme Court decision may appear 
vague to the people, they do understand that it is time to dismantle the regime. The 
Aquino-Laurel ticket criticized the present administration for being responsible for 
the transformation of the land of promise that was Mindanao into a bitter reality of 
hardships and sufferings. 


In its campaign sortie in Legazpi the other day, it was estimated that some 50,000 
people turned out to welcome the opposition candidates. Member of Parliament Edmundo 
Cea of Camarines Sur said that the reception of Cory and Doy was double or even more 
than that accorded Ramon Magsaysay when the later campaigned for the presidency in the 
Bicol region in 1954. Meanwhile, ex-Senator Ernesto Maceda refuted allegations that 
the opposition ticket of Aquino-Laurel was soliciting campaign fuuds from foreign 
sources. 


AQUINO SAYS SHE SEEKS JUSTICE, NOT VENGEANCE 


HK191442 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 19 Dec 85 p 20 


[Text] Opposition presidential candidate Corazon Aquino reiterated yesterday that she 
is seeking justice, "not vengeance," not just for herself and her family but also for 
the entire Filipino people who have, for 20 years, endured the "worst form of injustice 
in economic terms as well as in the President's lack of respect even for human life." 

A foreign newspaper had earlier quoted Mrs. Aquino as saying that she would "file 
charges against President Marcos" if she wins in the election. The president, in his 
campaign rally in Laoag City yesterday, charged Aquino and her running mate, Salvador 
Laurel Jr. as carrying a "platform founded on hate and vengeance." 


In a statement yesterday, Aquino said President Marcos is trying to draw the nation's 
attention away from his deeds which require the serving of justice. "The issue here is 
what President Marcos has done for the past two decades, not what justice will say 
about it," she stressed. Asked Aquino: "Is it vengeful to ask that the executioners of 
my husband (slain oppositionist leader, former senator Benigno Aquino, Jr.), the 
murderers of the Welgang Bayan [National Strike] demonstrators in Escalante, the 
perpetrators of rape and slaughter be given their day in court?" She pointed out that 
the President's problem is that he "sees honesty as treason, simplicity as revolting, 
and justice as plain legality without the greater meaning of mercy and commission 
(which are) thoughts that obviously no longer exist in his mind." 
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Mrs, Aquino said that when the people shall have regained rightful control of the govern- 
ment, she will assure them that justice, "as all decent men know it," shall once again 
prevail in the land. To her, seeking justice for the Filipino people simply means, 

"tama na ang pang-aapi (enough of oppression)." She also added that justice means giving 
the people a fair share in the socio-political and economic system. Under President 
Marcos, she said, the "mess (in the country) has reached frightening proportions." An 
example she cited of the State's "insensitivity to the common people's plight" was the 
Tatalon massacre "in which people who had a little roof over their heads were forcibly 
and violently ejected." In the same statement yesterday, Mrs. Aquino appealed to 

the people to help hec and the opposition in the task of finding out what the Filipinos 
really need and want. She also said that "rather than debate on who must go to jail, let 
us now focus on the paramount task of rebuilding a nation." The future, she stressed, 
must be addressed "without strife, without factionalism and with all vision towards a 
united people." 


AQUINO INTERVIEWED BY WE FORUM, MALAYA 
HK190401 Quezon City WE FORUM in English 10-16 Dec 85 pp 3, 15 


[Interview with Philippine presidential candidate Corazon C. Aquino by MALAYA-WE FORUM 
political reporters Ellen Tordesillas and Larry Sipin at her residence on Times Street,. 
Quezon City, "last week") 


[Excerpts] WE FORUM: Next to Doy, who is your choice for vice president? 


CCA [Corazon C. Aquino] Doy was the first choice because this was, hopefully, to prevent 
two separate tickets in the opposition. 


WE FORUM: Do you believe in the wisdom of having a vice president [VP] from a region 
different from yours? You are from Luzon so your VP must come from either Visayas or 
Mindanao. 


CCA: Ah the traditional way. I guess I do but, at the same time, since this is an 
unusualy election, in fact it is so unique, we don't really have to follow traditional 
practices. 


WE FORUM: Could you comment on the statement of some Unido men that your campaign is being 
managed by a ‘larlac businessman. 


CCA: To people who know me and who are close to me, they will realize that I[ am my 
own person. I may not be the most brilliant person in this world but nobody can 
dictate on me. I do what I believe I. [as published] 

WE FORUM: Do you plan to file your candidacy on the last day? 


CCA: I think that's normally done. I cemember that was how Ninoy used to do it before. 
For last minute changes, probably. Madali lang naman ang pag-file [filing is simple, 


WE FORUM: How is the vote delivery system of the coalition. Is it organized? At the 
precinct levels in the same way that the big parties are organized? 


CCA: I think so. Because you have the PDP-Laban [Philipino Democratic Party-lakas ng 
Bayan], the Liberal Party, the regional parties. 


WE FORUM: Which regional parties have committed? 
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CCA: So far, Bicol Saro, Panaghiusa... Laban ni Ninoy sa Gitnang Luzon ([Ninoy's fight 
in c ntral Luzon]. 


WE Ff RUM: Do you foresee the coming polls to be violent considering that Marcos will 
sure y use all his powers to win. And how do you protect the votes cast for you? 


CCA: I guess Marcos will do everything to make sure that he wins, I don't think any of 
us i; naive enough to think that he will make it easy for the opposition. But | am 
hopiig that Marcos will finally realize how important it is for this nation not to be 
draw: into any violence. 


WE FCRUM: Do you honestly believe he will realize that? 


CCA: Well, I'm still hoping. Anyway, we canstill hope, diba [can't we?] As they say, 
whether we want to believe it or not, there is always a little good in everybody. After 
all, we were all made in the image and likeness of God. I'm still hoping there is a 
little bit of that good in Marcos. 


WE FORUM: Do you foresee violence? 


CCA: IL hope not. If Marcos goes into terrorism, it might lead to violence. Of course, 
I'm against violence in all forms. Maybe people close to Marcos can appeal to him to 
see to it that he will not resort to terrorism. 


WE FORUM: Some have raised the scenario of you winning the election and the people 
expecting that conditions will improve in a matter of months or in the succeeding year. 
But we all know that is not possible considering the devastation of our country's 
economy. 


CCA: In my campaign speeches, I will be very honest with the people. The most I can 
really promise them is thehope for change. I cannot really say that tomorrow or the 
next week or the next month we will be able to solve our problems. It would be so 
dishonest of me to promise anything like that. I think I can pledge to them to bring 
about my best efforts to bring about the necessary change. I sincerely believe in 
leadership by example. I am prepared to do my share. I hope others will also do 
likewise so that we can do something for this country. 


WE FORUM: Would one term be enough to effect meaningful change? 
CCA: Well, at least it could be a beginning. 
WE FORUM: What do you plan to do with our $26 billion foreign debt? 


CCA: First of all, we will have to talk to our creditors and explain to them that we 
cannot be possibly be paying this debt right away. If we will be able to repay them, 
then they also have to help us by giving us easier terms, also by making the conditions 
less rigid. Inthe first place it was not us who borrowed the $26 billion and who misused 
it. But at the same time, if we expect other countries to continue lending to us, we 
shouli try to pay back those loans. Maybe it's a matter of trying to convince our 
creditor that we are, trying to start anew. Maybe we will ask for a moratorium so that 
we will be able to use available money for much-needed projects, like generating more 
jobs. 


What is sad in this country is people are willing to work and yet there is not even any 
avai] ible employment for them. 
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People have to leave the country, people have to be separated from their family and 
people who are college educated have to go to other countries to work as maids. It's 
really tragic. Families are supposed to be living together and not being separated from 
each other, 


WE FORUM: When you become president, will you reopen the Aquino case? 


CCA: Definitely, I will seek justice not only for Ninoy but for all the victims of the 
Marcos regime, I[t is a question of all those victims, many of them unknown and who just 
disappeared, We have to seek justice for everybody. 


WE FORUM: What would be the complexion of your cabinet? 


CCA: Definitely both men and women would be included in the cabinet. Both politictans 
and not politicians, 


WE FORUM: What are your chances against Pres. Marcos should both you and Sen, Laurel 
run? 


CCA: Our chances will of course be very much diminished. It will be much that more 
difficult but I think there is still a chance. 


WE FORUM: Are you willing to accommodate some of the persons identified with the left in 
your cabinet? 


CCA: I guess it will be a combination of many people. I cannot give any definite 
pronouncements now. Unang una, pangit sa ating philipino yun. wa ka pa doon [li 

all, it is ugly. You are not yet there] and you are already talking of who gets what. 
I don't think it is in our nature. I think Filipinos get turned off when you talk about 
so and so will get this cabinet position. Wala pa kayo parang pinaghahati-hatian na 
ninyo lahat ito [You are distributing what you still don't possess]. But I have a very 
open mind on this. Basta [being] capable, honest are the two most important 
considerations. It has to be composed of different, of a variety of people. 


WE FORUM: What do you plan to do with Imelda's white elphants? The hotels, the PICC 
[Philippine International Convention Center]? 


CCA: Remember, Ninoy was so much against the Cultural Center and he was criticized by 
Imeld> for being a philistine. I have a set priorities. We need more hospitals and 
schoc'. more than we need these showcases. Pabayaan muna ninyo akong kumampanya ng 
hus.o at manalo [let me campaign effectively and win first], otherwise we can have the 
best of plans. 


WE FORUM: In case you lose, are you staying put here or are you leaving the country. 


CCA: You know if I were only concerned about myself, difhindi na ako umuwi dito [I 
would not have come back]. It's as simple as that. 
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UNI) 0 DECLARED DOMINANT OPPOSITION PARTY 


HK2(1133 Hong Kong AFP in English 1124 GMT 20 Dee 85 


[Excerpt] Manila, Dee 20 (AFP) == The government today granted a major opposit lon 
demend by allowing Corazon Aquino's United Nationalist Democratie Organization (Unido) 
to Fave its own poll watchers in the February 7 presidential election. The Commission 
on Elections (Comelec) gave the privilege by declaring the Unido the Dominant Opposi- 
tion Party (DOP) nationwide. Four smaller parties were yying for poP status, though only 
Unido is fielding a major presidential bet. 


The decision was generally expected but there had been fears that Unido, led by 

Mrs. Aquino's running mate Salvador Laurel, would be denied DOP status in some areas, 
thus lessening its chances against the ruling party. Poll watchers observe the voting 
process and are considered vital safeguards against election fraud. They certify 
tallies of votes in precincts before these are forwarded to the Comelec for canvassing. 


Unido spokesman Lito Banayo said the DOP satus was "definitely a boost" to the 
candidacy of Mrs. Aquino and her running mate Salvador Laurel, president of Unido, who 
were campaigning in the central islands when the Comelec decision was announced, 


Meanwhile, President Ferdinand Marcos today accused Mrs, Aquino of "wishful thinking" 
with her offer of an amnesty for communist insurgents and said he would never 
compromise with the rebels, Mrs. Aquino and Mr. Laurel have repeatedly said they would 
grant anmnesties to the rebels and legalize the Communist Party {tf they renounced armed 
struggle in order to end the bloodshed in the countryside, "To believe that the CPP- 
NPA will just now respond seriously to an offer of amnesty is to indulge in the worst 
kind of wishful thinking," a presidential palace statement quoted Mr. Marcos as telling 
reporters. "They would be more inclined to offer their amnesty to those ‘bourgeoise 
reformers' softminded enough to try and make peace with them," he said. 


Namfrel Files With Comelec 
HK191125 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 1000 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] The Namfrel [National Citizens Movement for Free Elections] today filed with 
the Comelec [Commission on Elections] its formal petition for accreditation to be 
the citizen's arm in the coming presidential elections, The petition was signed 
by Jose Concepcion, Jr, national chairman, and (Christian Montes), secretary general 
of Namfrel, with lawyers Ricardo Romulo and (Dine Teoferia). [passage indistinct] 


U.S. FOLLOWING ELECTION PROCESS WITH INTEREST 
HK201203 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in Tagalog 1000 GMT 20 Dec 85 


[Text] The United States continues to follow with interest the coming February special 
elections after the Supreme Court had voted 7 to 5 in favor of the constitutionality 

of the special polls. This remark was mai‘e by U.S. Undersecretary for Political Affairs 
Michael Armacost. However, Armacost refused to comment on a statement by U.S. 
Assistant Secretary for Defense Richard Armitage that the United States would cut 9ff 
aid to the Philippines if the snap polls were rigged so as to favor the administracion. 
Armacost left the country after attending the late General Romulo's funeral as 
personal envoy of U.S. President Ronald Reagan. 
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KBL PLATFORM FAVORS KEEPING U.S, BASES 


HK180211 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 17 Dec 85 p 6 
[By Bengamin Penaranda | 


[Text] In its platform, entitled "Where We Stand," approved last Wednesday at the 
national convention of the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan, the ruling party committed itself 
to America's presence in the Philippines through its string of military installations 
here, It said; "We see no contradiction between the presence of U.S, military facili- 
ties in our territory and the country's long term goal of a peaceful, free and neutral 
Southeast Asia," 


However, the KBL platform on this subject did not stop there, Fully aware that they 
must overcome the long-held view that the Philippines is a junior partner in the 
Philippines-U.S, military bases arrangement, the framers of the KBL platform slipped 

in a significant paragraph under the heading "Foreign Affairs,"" It reads: "We shall 
insist that any future treaty on the U.S. use of Philippine territory for such American 
facilities should spell out the respective obligations and roles of the signatories, 


This paragraph speaks of a treaty, not just a mere agreement, like the present one 
which governs the use of portions of Philippine territory for the operations of U.S. 
military facilities, This means that in future negotiations on the use of such lands 
in the Philippines, the Marcos-Tolentino ticket is pledged to press for a formal treaty 
subject to the ratification of the lawmaking bodies of the two countries, It also 
means that the terms and conditions shall be set forth in black and while as to leave 
no room [for] misunderstanding and misinterpretation, In international practice, no 
treaty can take effect unless the governments of the respective signatories ratify it. 


The present military bases agreement, negotiated and signed in 1947 and subsequently 
revised by executive agreements, received the formal ratification of the then 
Philippine Senate, No similar action was given by the U.S. Senate, the treaty-ratify- 
ing chamber in the U.S, Congress. Thus, while the lawmaking body in the Philippines 
(now the Batasang Pambansa) is bound by the agreement, the U.S. Congress, at least "has 
manifested and continue to manifest" that the agreement has no binding effect on the 
Legislative branch of the U.S, government. In fact, it has imposed conditions far 
beyond the scope of the agreed terms of the pact. Its repeated threats to withhold 
payment of compensation (it prefers to call it aid or assistance) unless the Philippine 
government makes an effort to improve its human rights record or hold a clean and 
honest election are the latest examples. 


The KBL position on this matter is better understood in the text of a "companion" 
Batasan resolution calling for renegotiation of the present bases agreement, the terms 
and conditions of which, shall be embodied in a formal treaty subject to the ratifica- 
tion of the legislatures of both countries. Subsequent statements from the authors of 
the resolution made it clear that any future negotiations "should discuss the whole 
range of the bases questions, from delimitation of the base lands, status . -es and 
weaponry, their periodic inspection to a provision for a compensation package.’ In 
short, it will be entirely a new ball game, The present agreement ends in 1991, but a 
review of it by the two governments is scheduled in 1988. 
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The point here is that while the KBL has taken a clear and unequivocal stand against 

a more radical proposal for a total dismantling of these U.S. military installations in 
the country, it has, nevertheless, pledged itself to press for safeguards to protect 

the sovereignty and territorial integrity and the general welfare of the country. ‘This, 
and other commitments contained in the 20-point platform constitute the KBL's articles 
of faith. Upon them, the Marcos-Tolentino ticket expects to stand or fall. ‘The next 
voice the public expects to hear is from the Opposition. Will they be as candid 

as its rival? Our hopes are stronger than our fears. 


COLUMNIST ON CENTER FOR DEMOCRACY TEAM'S VISTT 


HK181556 Manila METRU MANILA TIMES in English 18 Dec 85 p 4 
["Voice of One" column by Conrado Aruige: "A Question of Bodies") 


[Text] That six-person team of the Center for Democracy which came here to "observe" 
the preparations for elections and determine if these would guarantee peaceful, free 
and fair balloting should almost be ready with its report. A eritical report would 
surprise no one. The team had been dispatched here by the United States Senate 

foreign relations committee whose chairman, Senator Richard Lugar, has openly expressed 
fears that the government would stop at nothing to ensure the victory of President 
Marcos. The team came to find evidence in support of its sponsor. 


The team surely got enough "facts" from the opposition and such champions of democracy 
here as Jaime Cardinal Sin and U.S. Ambassador Stephen Bosworth. Nevertheless, the 
team saw President Marcos and he was gentleman enough to receive its members in 
Malacanang. Some newscast watchers thought they saw smirks flash across the faces 

of some of the members and Ambassador Bosworth who accompanied them. The president, 

of course, assured them that the government was not less interested than the opposition 
and its supporters in America in the elections being free and fair. Any anomaly in 

the election, he said, would detract from the victory that the Kilusan Bagong Lipunan 
expects. 


We do not recall any previous instance in which the U.S. Congress sent a team to other 
countries (to Soviet Russia or other socialist countries, for example) for the purpose 
of determining whether or not an oncoming election would be honest and peaceful. 
Dispatching the team to Manila showed just how much respect the Americans have for 

us aS a people. 


The team's trip must have cost America no little amount of money. The so-called Center 
for Democracy, based in Boston, could not have undertaken the mission for free. It 
certainly asked for federal funding for transportation, rooms and meals and other 
expenses and a big fee besides. People who belong to such a fancily-named organization 
do not work or travel cheap. 


America is not the richest nation in the world for nothing. Its Congress can send mis- 
sions abroad for any reason any time it wants. Its members go traipsing around the 
world, often with their wives, secretaries and assorted assistants in tow, on official 
inquiries on behalf of their respective chambers. What was spent for the Center 

for Democracy jaunt here was a mere pittance. 


But for all its affluence, it is surprising that America has festering domestic problems 
for which funds seem to be sorely lacking. The onset of winter brings into sharp focus 
anew the plight of homeless Americans. 
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According to the last issue of NEWSWEEK, the U.S. Government has consistently denied 
that it is a serious problem; indeed no one has any accurate idea of how many Americans 
are without shelter (estimates range from 350,000 to three million, mostly: blacks). 

But one encounters the homeless in many American cities, toting their possessions in 
bags or grocery carts, going from one temporary shelter to another or sleeping on the 
streets and in alleys or in deserted buildings and abandoned vehicles, 


Efforts at providing shelter or "warming centers" for the homeless during winter 

have been pitifully inadequate. Throughout the U.S., there is only one bed available 
for every three homeless people. Those who cannot be accommodated seek refuge from the 
bitter cold in bus or train stations or huddle around bonfires on the streets. The 
federal government's response to the problem has been patchwork at best. A pathetic 
fact is that 22 percent of the homeless are children, The homeless need not only 
shelter and food, but also counseling and medical care, But with even temporary 
shelters not enough, the director of one such shelter in Boston said, "All we can do is 
keep them alive." 


Those gentlemen in the U.S. Congress who agonize over the chances of the opposition 
here of winning the election cannot be unaware of the problems of their own country. 
But the need to save some lives this winter is not so important to them as installing 
in power here people who have pledged to obey their every wish. ‘The world must be 
shown that America is not to be trifled with by any small country. President Marcos 
must be made the example for the heads of other Third World countries who think they 
can ignore American suggestions on how they should govern. In the olden days, the 
Americans sent the Marines and gunboats. Today they send exalted messengers and 
"bipartisan" missions. 


While the Americans are studying the report from the Center for Democracy, how manly 
elderly people and children will perish for lack of shelter, food and clothing in a 
country which prides itself on being the bastion of democracy? Probably not enough 
to shake the conscience of those Americans who want to save democracy in other parts 
of the world. Frozen bodies on the streets and in the alleys of such cities as 

New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Washing: on and Boston (perhaps at the very doorstep 
of the Center for Democracy itself) do not count for as much attention as the warm 
bodies of puppets to be installed in Malacanang. 


COLUMNIST DISCUSSES U.S. VIEW OF OPPOSITION 


HK181536 Manila METRO MANILA TIMES in English 18 Dec 85 p 4 
["Past Due" column by S.J. Severino: "The Realignment of Forces"| 


[Text] It is not withuct reason that American officials have assumed a high profile 
with respect to the coming Philippine presidential elections. The rapprochement 
between Mrs. Aquino and Mr. Laurel, for instance, came about only after due consolu- 
tations with Cardinal Sin and Ambassador Bosworth, and although Mr. Bosworth has not 
been particularly quick to take credit for this diplomatic feat, as Cardinal Sin has, 
it is not unreasonabie to suppose that he hed a hand in it. America, quite simply, 
stands to gain from these elections, and pos: ibly more from an Aquino-Laurel victory. 


The fact of the elections guarantees two things, which are dear to the hearts of Ameri- 
can policymakers -- the resolution of the succession problem and the demonstration, 
real or imagined, of a return to the democratic process. The Americans would like to 
see the matter of who wi!l succeed Marcos clarified, and elections are the surest way 
of ensuring this clarification. Whoever succeeds Marcos would then have been chosen 
according to due process, ensuring thereby legitimacy and, hopefully, stability. 
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The Americans, moreover, may well have found in the Aquino~Laurel ticket an 

answer to their prayers, Aquino, at least, enjoys tremendous popularity, today, which 
the Marcos government, as the Americans see it, does not. Indeed, the Americans attri- 
bute all the major ills in the Philippines today, from the economic crisis to the 
apparent growth of the dissident movement, to the presumed abuses of the regime. by 
contrast, Mrs, Aquino cuts out a clean, honest, and reasonable figure, and while her 
popularity may prove ephemeral, the respite to the turmoil that she could bring should 
be enough to build American-sponsored "reforms" on. Very likely, this will include 

a Latin-American-type counter-insurgency program, 


More to the point, the forging of the Aquino-Laurel ticket has produced a realignment 
of forces that gives back to Philippine groups and institutions their traditional 
roles. The Ninoy Aquino murder and subsequent outcry raised over it had earlier 
created strange conjuncture, The Catholic Church, for one, long regarded as an enemy 
by nationalist and radical groups ("clerico fascists," the clergy was called), suddenly 
became the champion of the down-trodden and the oppressed, and the protector of human 
rights. 


The business community, which was the capitalist oppressor (alongside the feudal one, 
the landlord class), also became an outspoken defender of freedom, particularly 
against monopoly, and human rights particularly against the military. Right and left 
groups, traditionally strange bedfellows, drew an alliance against the regime, and 
nationalist sentiments came to be espoused as naturally as liberal, "free-trade" ones. 
In the American view, this state of affairs not only greatly favored the Left, but it 
also imperilled the future of the U.S. bases. 


Up until recently, Mrs. Aquino remained in the "bad" company of people who harbored 
these nationalist sentiments. Her decision to run under the UNIDO [United Nationalist 
Democratic Organization] umbrella, therefore, could not have found a more appreciative 
audience than the Americans. She was, after all, joining a group whose leader would 
rather call for a plebiscite on the American bases than work for their removal. Mrs. 
Aquino has, of course, expressed her desire to see the bases go, but, as her decision 
to join the UNIDO shows, she is not averse to making compromises. Indeed, it remains 
to be seen if good intentions can stand up to practicalities. Already, it would appear 
that she is prepared to trade off a popular cause for a well-oiled political machinery 
and American support. The days when the traditional political and business groups could 
flirt with nationalist and populist causes, it seems, are definitely over. 


Just as well, Cardinal Sin, after flitting back and forth along the reconciliation 
trade, has finally found his right spot. He has openly expressed support for the 
Aquino-Laure] ticket and for the political ideology that goes with it. The Archbishop 
may remain consistent to his human rights campaign, but it remains to be seen if this 
will continue to apply to the godless and violence-oriented subversives. The Americans 
have every right to be happy. 
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_CLEARING OF ‘AMBIGUITIES’ IN BASES TREATY URGED 


HK160349 Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 14 Dec 85 p 4 
{[Editorial: "But Do Filipinos Agree?" 


[Text] Judging from the statement of Paul Wolfowitz, U.S. assistant secretary of state 
for east Asian and Pacific affairs, the Americans are intent on staying put in Clark 
Air Base and the Subic Naval Base. He denied that Washington was pondering options to 
move out of the military bases in the Philippines. He also said that the U.S. will 
take every action to prevent communist rebels in the Philippines from depriving the 
Americans of the military bases. Wolfowitz said that the U.S. expects to be in the 
Philippines for as far in ths future as it can plan. The one contingency that can 
cause the Americans to lose access to the bases, he stressed, would be a communist 
victory. But he emphasized that every action that can be taken will be taken to 
prevent that possibility. 


The views of Wolfowitz can be construed as the official Washington policy on the mili- 
tary bases in the Philippines. It will be noted that the American expert on east 

Asian and Pacific affairs made the statement in Singapore which is a member of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations. Somehow, the statement served as a reassurance 
to the ASEAN and other Asian countries that the U.S. is decided to maintain a strong 
presence in the regin. But before the Americans stait deciding matters for themselves 
insofar as the military bases are concerned, don't they think that they should listen 
first to the Philippine position on the matter? After all, the military bases are on 
Philippine territory and their use by any foreign country will depend on the say-so 

of the Philippine Government and the Filipino people. 


In the Batasang Pambansa, the committees on foreign relations and defense are jointly 
conducting hearings on several resolutions urging the abrogation, revision or 
renegotiation of the RP [Republic of the Philippines] -U.S. military bases agreement. 
Foreign affairs experts and former secretaries of foreign affairs were invited to 
express their opinions, and the common sentiment is for the renegotiation of the 
military bases agreement in order to correct certain irritants and make the 

U.S. assume some obligations for the use of the bases. If the Americans are intent on 
staying put in Clark and Subic, which are the two largest U.S. overseas military 
installations, they should assume certain obligations. The ambiguity in certain 

terms in RP-U.S. military bases agreement has led to constant irritants in the other- 
wise close and friendly relations between the two countries. Those ambiguities must 

be cleared once and for all. It should not be made to appear that the United States is 
giving us aid for using our bases free of charge. It makes the Filipinos appear 
ignorant and mendicant. The $900 million being given to the Philippines over a spread 
oi five years should be called what it really is -- rent or compensation for the use of 
the bases. 


EDUCATION MINISTER WELCOMES AID SPENDING PROBE 


HK181516 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 18 Dec 85 p 2 


[By Cindy Melliz] 


[Text] Education Minister Jaime C. Laya yesterday said he was willing to show the 
records to anyone who might want to check the 18 million American grant for school 
buildings. Laya was replying to allegations made by United States officials that the 
money, part of a 750-million aid had been invested by the government in the 
money-market. 
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The allegations came out in the Dec. 8 issue of the SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER, in an 
article written by David Johnston, 


Laya said his ministry was not in any way involved in any disbursements from the Economic 
Support Fund [ESF], money in exchange for the use of Clark Air Base and the Subic Bay 
naval station by American servicemen. The ESF secretariat releases the money for 
school-building to the Ministry of Public Works, not to the Ministry of Education, Laya 
said. He said his ministry participates in the program only through the school 
superintendents on the public works committee in charge of it. These school 
superintendents are there only to identify the areas where new schools are needed or 
existing school buildings need repair, he said. 


The SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER cited reports from U.S. Agency for International Development 
inspectors who came three years ago for an audit. The report said the money was placed 
in a five-year, money-market account maturing next year. "Auditors found that the 
schools hadn't been built" the newspaper said. It also quoted William Oliver, an AID 
program chief in Manila, as saying that the amount was still ina Philippines bank. Sen. 
Edward Kennedy (Democrat-Massachusetts) reportedly had written Charles Bowsher, 
comptroller general, telling him he was "concerned that the United States aid to the 
Philippines has been diverted. This had prompted the inspection. 


REBEL REHABILITATION MAKES HEADWAY IN MINDANAO 


HK200439 Manila Far East Broadcast Company in English 2300 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] The government's policy of attraction of rebel groups is getting headway in the 
heartland of Mindanao. This was revealed by Member of Parliament Carlos Cajelo who is 
concurrently defense deputy minister for civil relations. He attributed this to the 
presidential order issued on August 3, providing for strategies for the rehabilitation 
of rebel-returnees from the MNLF and the NPA. Cajelo explained that the rehabilitation 
will be provided by the defense ministry and 11 other government agencies. 


In Zamboanga, close to 5,000 communist supporters and 102 regular armed members of the 

New People's Army yesterday reaffirmed their allegiance to the government. AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] Chief of Staff Fabian Ver received the surrenders headed by 
7 ranking leaders of the rebel forces, who yielded 112 assorted firearms and voluminous 
documents. 
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PAPER EXAMINES POSSIBLE ELECYLON SCENARIOS 


HK17i001 Manila BUSINESS DAY in Engiish 16 Dee 85 p 20 
["By Marites Danguilan-Vitug"'] 


[lext] lhe uncertainty of the scheduled snap presidential elections on Feb. 7 -- 
having been conceived under a cloud of suspicious and confusing circumstances and 
having come from a president with Low credibility -- has given rise to a number of 
prevailing scenarios. these include: 


-- Cailing off of elections because of limited chances of victory; 

-- Continuation of elections but with a twist: President Marcos will give way to Mrs. 
Imelda Romuaidez-Marcos at the last minute due to deteriorating health; 

-- Disquaiification of Mrs. Corazon "Cory" C, Aquino from the presidential race due to 
a residency problem; 

-- Cailing otf of presidential elections alone but leaving the vice-presidential race 
open with Arturo Tolentino bowing out in favor of Mrs Marcos. 


the way the bets are going in the coffeeshops, Manila's political pundits are divided 
on whether the snap elections wili push through or not. A Supreme Court watch has 
developed, with some observers doing a count of who among the justices will consider 
the eiection constitutional or unconstitutional. One oppositionist said he got it 
from a Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL) insider that, as of Friday, nine justices were 
inclined to declare the February poiis unconstitutional. ‘this deveioped, the same 
oppositionist said, as some KBL deiegates to the convention sensed something amiss 
when they were not given the usuai lavish pre-election treatment. As a resuit, these 
KBL members think the elections wiii not push through. 


Even the KBL is divided on the issue. A KBL member close to Malacanang told BUSINESS 
DAY the president is firm on his position to call early elections. But a senior 
government official said the decision rests on whether Marcos wiil win or not, which 
will be based on surveys conducted by the KBL as weil as independent outfits. ‘the 
BULLEVIN LODAY reported over the weekend that "several surveys" on voter preferences 
show the KBL is ahead of the opposition in majority of the regions. 


Many believed the elections were going to take place, indeed, until two significant 
events occurred: the choice by Marcos of maverick KBL member Arturo Tolentino as vice- 
president and the Last-minute unification of opposition candidates Corazon C. Aquino 
and Saivador Laurel. lolentino was a most unlikely choice for running mate. But a 
KBL member said Marcos decided on him because Jolentino is seen as ove person who wiil 


not run after the Marcos? 2 the president is gone, or cause them harm. However, 
this argument is weakenec some observers who perceive Tolentino as a "highiy 
practical man" whose positions on various issues can be flexible -- as seen in his 


change of heart on the constitutionality of the snap elections when offered the vice- 
presidency. the unexpected teaming up of Aquino and Laurei may have put one over 
Marcos. In any case, it strengthened the chances of the opposition in the polls and 
has posed to Marcos a formidabie challenge. 


Those who believe the elections will continue are less cptimistic, though, about the 
final shape it will take. Laure] has a favorite scenario: He thinks Marcos will give 
way to Mrs. Imelda R. Marcos in the last stretch of the campaign, or specificaiiy, a 
few days before Feb. 7, because of iil health. 
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this, Laurel pointed out, will not pose a technical problem since it is still a 
Marcos who will be voted upon. But others think Marcos, will not allow himself to 
lose. He told TIME magazine he does not contemplate losing in the coming elections. 
thus, before the opposition even gains momentum in its campaign, he will already 
defeat them through what one oppositionist described as a "technical knock-out." In 
this scenario, Mrs. Aquino may be disqualified because the courts may interpret her 
three-year absence from the country as unfulfilling of the i0-year residency require- 
ment for a presidential candidate. Some lawyers interviewed by BUSINESS DAY said 
Mrs. Aquino definitely meets the 10-year residency requirement since she had the 
intention of coming home. This issue, if raised, will be indefensible, these lawyers 
said. 


In the past days, some in the opposition have fashioned out a scenario, which, to them, 
seemed to be most probable. First, the Supreme Court will declare the Feb. 7 polls 
unconstitutional -- but only for the position of president -- and allow a vice- 
presidential election alone. It is said the Supreme Court can justify this by saying 
the vice-presidency is the only post which is vacant. ‘the Constitution provides that 
the president and vice-president be elected in the same manner. However, as Benhur 
Balboa of the Laban ng Bayan [People Struggle] coalition puts it, "Vhere is one 
cardinal rule under Marcos: and, that is, there are no cardinal rules." Continued 
Balboa, "Without firing a shot, Marcos disqualifies Cory (Aquino)." 


Other oppositionists piece together this scenario and add a next step: ‘olentino 

will withdraw from the vice-presidential race to give way to the First Lady. ‘he 
battle, therefore, will be between Mrs. Marcos and Laurel and other vice-presidential 
hopefuls from the opposition. ‘the First Lady has denied she will run in the snap 
elections but many find this difficult to believe. A now-famous quote from Mrs. 
Marcos, as published in former U.S. ambassador William Sullivan's memoirs on his 
foreign service, "OBBLIGA1O," focuses on her desire to take off from where her husband 
leaves. She said, referring to Madame Jiang Qing (of China), that had she "moved 
quickly enough" (when Mao Zedong died), then she would have seized the role of 


authority. 


But Marcos holds another ace. If he loses, some observers point out, he stili has 

four months to stay in his office since the Constitution says that the term of a new 
president begins at noon of the 30th of June following the day of election. Since 

no law can amend the Constitution, the provision in Batas Big. [Parliamentary Bill No.] 
883 which says that the term of the new president begins on the tenth day following 
prociamation does not hold water, it is argued. 


MOVES 10 DROP VICE PRESIDEN’ CANDIDATES NOTED 


HK171528 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Dec 85 pp 1, 20 
[By C. Valmoria Jr. ] 


[Text] The junking of candidates for president and vice president in the coming 
"snap" election by leaders of both the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL) and the opposi- 
tion will be widespread, it was reported yesterday. In the KBL camp, it was reported 
that some local leaders in certain provinces and cities have threatened to junk the 
KBL vice presidential candidate, Member of Parliament Arturo M. Tolentino, for alleged 
acts inimical to the party. The opposition ticket of Corazon "Cory" Aquino-Salvador 
H. Laurel is also threatened. For instance, the Laban ng Bayan [People's Struggle | 
has nominated former Sen. Jovito Salonga as its candidate for vice president in 

place of Laurel. The Liberal Party (LP Kalaw Wing) has also nominated its president, 
MP Eva Estrada Kalaw, for vice president. 


t 
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In some areas, some opposition and KBL leaders are talking about a Marcos-Laurel 
ticket, it was reported. 


While the Constitution favors the election of a president and a vice president 
belonging to the same political party, the enactment by the Batasang Pambansa of 
Cabinet Bill No. 2, which became Batas Pambansa 881, liberalized the constitutional 
provisions, legal experts said. The Constitution provides that a vote for the 
president shall also be a vote for the vice president running under the same ticket 
of a political party, unless otherwise provided by law. However, the new law provides 
that in the appreciation of the ballot, a vote for the vice president is not a vote 
for the president running in the same tichet. It also provides that a vote for 
president of one party and for vice president of another party is valid and counted 
in favor of both candidates. As originally proposed, a vote of this kind will be 
invalidated. Under the new law, it is possible that a vice president will get more 
votes than the president. It was recalled that a precedent has been established in 
the 1957 election when President Garcia of the Nacionalista Party (NP) was elected 
president with then Congressman Diosdado Macapagal of the Liberal Party (LP) as vice 
president. 


The surveys released by the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL) showed that the ruling 
party faces a close fight in the country's most strategic regions, especially in the 
Luzon heartland. A KBL victory hinges on how it can muster the full strength of the 
commitments made by party leaders from the national down to the barangay levels, 
reports said. the reaction to the choice of the vice presidential candidate, MP 
Arturo M. Tolentino of Manila, who confessed to being a KBL "maverick" in his conven- 
tion acceptance speech, ranged from cold to tepid to indignant. the threat to junk 
Tolentino is widespread. Political observers admitted the KBL may have gained a 
credible ticket but at the expense of party morale at nearly all echelons, which 

will now require extra effort to stabilize. "In war or in a political battle, the 
morale is to the physical as three to one," Labor Minister Blas F. Ople said. He 

was paraphrasing Napoleon's dictum on the decisive importance of troop morale in a 
political or a military engagement. Ople was one of the aspirants who lost to 
Tolentino for the vice presidential nomination. ‘the others were Prime Minister Cesar 
E. A. Virata, businessman Eduardo Cojuangco Jr., Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile, 
Deputy Prime Minister Jose A. Rono, and Speaker Nicanor Yniguez. As of yesterday, the 
five party leaders were still waiting for their specific assignments in the KBL 
campaign. Ople was reportedly tagged to be general campaign manager for Luzon. 

Ople was reported to have defended for the first time in Plaridei, Bulacan, yesterday 
the choice of tolentino for vice president and urged Bulacan voters to vote a straight 
KBL ticket. Bulacan has 670,000 voters to make them the largest provincial electorate 
in Central Luzon. Reports indicated that Ople's non-selection has affected the morale 
of the KBL in the province and in the neighboring provinces of Central Luzon, where 

he topped the elections for the interim Batasang Pambansa in 1978. 


Meanwhile, the Nacionalista Party (NP) secretary general, MP Romeo Jalosjos, renewed 
yesterday the NP offer to Ople to run for president under the NP banner if the Supreme 
Court nullifies on constitutional grounds the "snap" election scheduled for Feb. 7, 
1986. ‘the NP secretary general said the draft "remains valid in that contingency." 

At the same time, he expressed regret about "signs of a drive to denigrate the NP 

and its sincere offer of a presidential and vice presidential draft for Ople and MP 
Alejandro Almendras. Jalosjos made public Ople's letter to Almendras just before the 
deadline for filing of certificates of candidacy last Dec. 11 which stated Opile's 
reason for non-filing. Ople said his "deep affection and gratitude" for President 
Marcos did not permit him to entertain a draft. In that letter, Ople urged Almendras, 
who appeared keen on filing his certificate of candidacy, to desist from filing 
"although my decision does not bind you in any way." Jalosjos said the NP will welcome 
a Supreme Court ruling finding the "snap" election unconstitutional “because this 
will give us the respite to prepare and launch a serious and winning presidential 


ticket." 
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Lt. Gen. Fidel V. Ramos, Armed Forces vice chief of staff, said yesterday that he 
expects the Feb. 7, 1986 presidential election "to be generally more peaceful and 

free" than previous elections, including the Batasang Pambansa polls last year, Citing 
the importance the people had attached to the forthcoming election in the country's 
survival, Ramos said that the Armed Forces, whether deputized or not by the Commission 
on Elections (Comelec), has started a nationwide effort to ensure what he called 

"HOPE" -- honest, orderly, and peaceful elections. Speaking at the "Lambingan sa 
Laguna de Bay" forum of the Laguna-Metro Manila Press and Radio-lV Association 
(Lampara) at Cucina Filipina in Alabang, Muntinjupa, Ramos said that more AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] men -- almost the entire strength of the Constabulary and 
the Integrated National Police [PC-INP] will be fielded throughout the country to 
ensure free and honest election on Feb. 7. He said the Army will also be asked to help 
maintain peace and order in far-flung areas. Only about 84,000 PC-INP members were 
deputized in the Batasan elections last year, in which 130 persons were killed in 918 
election-related violent cases, Ramos said. Of the 130 persons killed, he said one was 
a Batasan candidate, while 72 were PC-INP officers and men, teachers, and Come lec 
personnel, Other guests at yesterday's forum were brig. Gen. Protacio Laroya, 
Constabulary Highway Patrol Group (CHPG) chief; Col. Ciriaco Cruz of the PC Judge 
Advocate's office; Col. R. David of the PC-INP Operations Center; Antonio Sebastian, 
vice president of the Philippine National Construction Co, who represented Trade 

and Industry Minister Roberto Ongpin; and Maj. Florencio Gascon, Muntinlupa police 
chief. 


PAPER SEES UNIDO AS DOMINANT OPPOSITLON PARTY 


HK171i41i Manila METRO MANILA TIMES in English 16 Dec 85 p 4 
[Editorial: "In the Lead" ] 


[text] Lhe Commission on Elections [Comelec] has it figured correctly when it said 
that the Unido [United Nationalist Democratic Organization] would probably be accre- 
dited as Dominant Opposition Party in the upcoming elections. ‘the Unido, that is, 

the United Nationalist Democratic Organization, is headed at this time by Salvador 
Laurel, the opposition candidate for vice president, backstopping Cory Aquino who has 
the premier slot. It is this fact, that the party has the two strongest contenders 

in the accelerated elections under its banner that gives it the privilege of being 
recognized as dominant opposition group. Onee recognized as such, it will be awarded 
the rights and benefits accruing to the minority party during an election, which would 
assure it of safeguards in the canvassing of ballots. ‘hat is why the accreditation 
as dominant opposition party has een hotly vied for by the various opposition groups, 
notably the Liberal Party and the Nacionalista Party. But now that Cory Aquino and 
Salvador Laurel have consolidated forces for the Feb. 7 elections, themselves repre- 
senting the most likely candidates to give the Marcos-lolentino tandem a stiff fight, 
there should be no question about who gets the accreditation. The Unido now has more 
to lose than the other opposition groups if it fails to qualify as dominant party on 
the other side. More to lose because it has the two most prestigious opposition 
personages waving its flag, and that would surely draw to its side most of the other 
opposition diehards regardless of what faction of the opposition grouping they belong 
to. 


It goes without saying that a dominant opposition group should be recognized because 
as it stands, there will probably be more than a dozen presidential and vice presi- 
dential aspirants, even if the present total of 28 is rigorously cut down. It is 
hard to tell what makes so many people want to run, apart from the fact that the two 
topmost positions in government wield enormous power and influence, but it seems a 
permanent feature of the premier elections in this country, and many other countries 
with more or less similar systems. 
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It would be easy enough to weed out the cranks, and the eccentrics, but some of 

those who may have no visible support for their candidates, like an organized party 

or a sizable following, can certainly show serious intent and rational justification 
of their candidactes, All the more important for the Comelec to recognize one opposi- 
tion party as dominant. Even if some other prominent opposition men and women team up 
to form a third force in the coming elections, such as Jovito Salonga and Eva Estrada 
Kalaw, they could make very little difference to the Unido candidates and that party's 
bid for power, Because of Cory and Doy, the Unido is off and running, and definitely 
dominant among all opposition groupings. 


OPINION POLL SHOWS DISTRUST OF GOVERNMENT 


HK1L71319 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 17 Dec 85 p 18 


[Text] Trust towards government, one of the factors that make for effective leadership, 
appears wanting among many Filipinos, according to a national opinion survey conducted 
recently by the Philippine Social Science Council |[PSSC]. The PSSC, a private, non- 
stock, non-profit umbrella organization of the various social science associations 

in the Philippines, conducted the survey to help analyze people's current thinking on 
issues of national importance amid what it called "existing constraints surrounding the 
expression of individual opinions, the reporting of news and people's access to 
information." 


Among the government institutions, the survey showed, the local officials registered 
the highest rating with 36 percent of the survey's 8,163 respondents professing much 
trust. However, 49.4 percent registered little or no trust, 9.6 said trey didn't 
know and 5 percent had no answers. The Supreme Court enjoyed the trus ~ 39.6 
percent of the people, but was distrusted by 39.6 percent. The least tru. .ed were 
the tax collecting agencies with 20.6 percent registering trust and 52.4 percent 
distrust, followed by the military with 21.9 percent trust (55.3 percent distrust), 
the commtssion on Elections with 23 percent trust (55.3 percent distrust), police with 
23.1 percent [as published] the Sandiganbayan with 24.9 percent trust (43.6 percent 
distrust), the local judiciary with 27.6 percent trust (48.8 percent distrust) and 
the Batasang Pambansa with 28.7 percent trust (46.1 percent distrust). 


The PSSC survey, conducted last September, shows that 44.3 percent of the respondents 
consider the conduct of elections in the last five years as generally free and honest, 
while 30.0 percent think otherwise. The rest, representing 25.5 percent, gave "don't 
know" answers to the question on the credibility of recent elections. The survey 
report noted less people (44.3 percent) believe that the elections in the last five 
years clean than the 62 percent obtained in the 1985 Bishops—Businessmen's Conference 
[BBC] survey. The report attributes that difference to the time-frames in the PSSC and 
the BBC questions. While the PSSC survey asked the respondents to assess the conduct 
of the elections held in the last five years, the BBC survey zeroed in on the 1984 
Batasan elections, which is considered by many as relatively cleaner. "The lower 44.3 
percent credibility rating obtained in the present survey, therefore, may owe in 

part to the inclusion of the 1981 presidential elections within the time frame of the 
survey question, or may otherwise indicate people's general perceptions of the credi- 
bility of elections in previous year," the survey report said. The report noted that 
since the survey question (Do you think the elections in the country in the last five 
years have been generally free and honest, or have these not been free and honest?) 
tends to elicit a positive rather than a negative answer, a "don't know" response to 
the question may come closer to expressing a negative view. The report said that the 
"don't know" replies suggest a considerable number not fully convinced about the 
credibility of recent elections for them to give an unequivocal "yes" answe~. If the 
"don't know" replies were added to those who responded "no," the report saic, the pro- 
portion of respondents who are not sure of the honesty of recent elections mey actually 
reach 55.5 percent. 
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Although most of the respondents are not fully convinced of the credibility of the 
elections in the last five years, 90.6 percent stated they voted in the 1984 Batasan 
elections. In addition, 90.8 percent said they intend to vote in the forthcoming 1986 
local elections, and 89.7 percent in the forth coming presidential elections. The 90.6 
percent rate of voters in the 1984 Batasan elections is consistent with the 89 percent 
reported in the 1985 BBC survey. The PSSC survey explained the high voter turnout 
figures as the greater tendency of respondents to admit rather than deny participation, 
considering the value placed on the exercise of suffrage as a citizen's duty or right 
and the consequences for those who faii to vote. 


On the question on which party the respondents would likely support in forth-coming 
elections, 45.5 percent said they did not know, at least at the time of the survey, 
The PSSC survey shows the "don't know" replies constitute a plurality of between 34.2 
percent and 48.5 percent in Central Luzon, Southern Tagalog, Central Visayas and 
Western Mindanao. The "don't know" answers, however, made up the majority of 51.1 
percent to 56.3 percent in most other regions, including the Cagayan Valley, Bico,, 
Western Visayas and all of Mindanao, except Western Mindanao. The survey report said 
the large number of "don't know" replies is "understandable," because other than the 
Kilusang Bagong Lipunan, which is certain to field candidates in the future elections 
and perhaps the United Nationalist Democratic Organization (Unido), which has shown 
greater interest in participating in elections, all other parties and groups had not 
indicated their plans and positions on future polls when the survey was being conducted. 


Among the parties the respondents say they are likely to support’ the KBL, which is 
acknowledged to be the most organized and with the most resources, obtained 31.6 percent 
of the nationwide sample, as against 7.6 percent for Unido. Philipino Democratic 

Party (PDP) got 3.5 percent, while seven other parties and groups shared the remaining 
9.3 percent. However, 70.0 percent of the respondents are unable to name the person 
they think is qualified and whom they would like to run in the next presidential 
election. Those who gave replies named President Marcos (16.6 percent) as their 
preferred candidate. Opposition leader Salvador H. Laurel was named by 6.4 percent, 

and 62 other names were nominated by the remaining 7.0 percent. The report noted while 
32.4 percent expressed support for the KBL, only 15.9 percent identified Marcos as their 
preferred presidential candidate. This may suggest, the report said, that the 
respondents may have considered the reported failing health of Marcos, or others in 

the KBL. In a fight between Marcos and Laurel for the presidency, 37.5 percent said 
they would vote for Marcos against 19.1 percent for Laurel. Neither of the two was 

the choice of 5.0 percent, while 38.0 percent were undecided. In a paired comparison 
between Marcos and former Sen Jovito Salonga, 37.2 percent would vote for Marcos and 
16.5 percent for Salonga. Between Marcos and former Sen Jose Diokno, Marcos obtained 
38.8 percent and Diokno 12.1 percent. The survey report noted that the respondents do 
not express clear preference for Marcos, although he is virtually known by all, for 
them to readily name him in a forced-choice situation. 


The respondents, asked how much they trust specific government officials and opposition 
leaders, gave 44.4 percent and 35.6 ratings to President Marcos and his wife Imelda, 
respectively. The next highest ratings went to Armed Forces Vice Chief of Staff Lt Gen 
Fidel Ramos (34.2 percent), Prime Minister Cesar Virata (25.7 percent) and Defense 
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile (25.0 percent). The lowest ratings were obtained by 
Political Affairs Minister Leonardo Perez (13.0 percent), Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Gen Fabian Ver (14.8 percent) and Local Government Minister Joe Rono (17.1 percent). 
Among the opposition figures, Laurel emerged with the highest rating at 26.5 percent, 
followed by Mrs Corazon Aquino (21.6 percent) and Salonga (21.4 percent). In the 
survey, MP Eva Estrada Kalaw obtained 16.2 percent, Diokno 15.5 percent, MP Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr 15.7 percent, and former Sen Lorenzo Tanada 15.8 percent. The trust 
ratings of the opposition figures were lower than those of government officials 

partly because of their lower visibility and popularity, the survey report explained. 
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Asked to assess the likelihood of the occurrence of certain events, 79.7 percent of the 
respondents was increasing economic hardships, likehigher prices of goods and services, 
with only 6.9 percent se ‘ng this was unlikely. With vast resources and advantages 
over his opponent, President Marcos is seen by 65.7 percent to be reelected, with 9.8 
percent saying it is unlikely. A military takeover is seen by only 34,2 percent as 
likely, civil war 31.4 percent, U.S. or foreign domination 29.5 percent, and communist 
takeover 17.9 percent. Queried to assess the Filipinos' resorting to violence to 
solve national problems, 32.4 percent of the respondents said the people can never 
resort to it even in face of increasing political and economic difficulties. But a 
higher 37.2 percent said Filipinos may possibly or will definitely do so, with the 
remaining 30.3 percent saying they "don't know" or had no answer. 


ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA VIEWS TOLENTINO NOMINATION 


‘HK181542 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 12 Dec 85 p 4 
{[Editorial: "Snap Poll Is Go"] 


[Text] The selection of Member of Parliament Arturo Tolentino for the vice-presidency 
is so far the most reliable indication that President Marcos reallymeans to call for 
snap election. For a time, it was feared that the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan party 
juggernaut will bulldoze its way through to clear the way for Imelda Marcos for whose 
candidacy a "snowballing demand" was reported to have been contrived. With the 
President's choice of Mr. Tolentino, the alarm and consternation generated by the 
aborted move have been stilled and the ruling party may now prepare itself for the 
rigorous campaign days ahead. 


Mr. Tolentino must be the most surprised man in the KBL when Mr. Marcos chose him for 
running mate. Knowing the intricate depth of the presidential mind, it must have 
taken some time before the full implication and significance of Mr. Marcos' move 
registered in that vast throng gathered for that momentous occasion. But the puppet 
show yesterday at that grand government owned hotel run by an Imelda boy also proved 
that Mr. Marcos, despite everything else they say against him, is still the master 
political strategist that he has always been. Perhaps it was a tough choice for him 
to pick someone who had consistently refused to be his lap-dog and were his political 
fortunes as clear as he perceives them, he would have been happier and more secure to 
have another running mate, who would most probably be his wife. His keen political 
perceptions, however, cannot fail to grasp the harsh realities obtaining at present, 
and therefore, like the master tactician that he is, he chose Tolentino to give that 
necessary semblance of credibility sorely lacking in the forthcoming contest. It was 
a move worthy of any opponent's talent and skill. The bal is now with the Supreme 
Court, where several petitions against the snap poll have been filed on grounds of 
uncontitutionality. But nobody really expects the court to rule otherwise now that the 
supreme ruler has finally made up his mind. Very soon, anybody who is anybody will be 
in the hustings doing his thing for the party's welfare and interest under the 
benevolent reign of the conjugal dictatorship, the court decision notwithstanding. 
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REGION XI COMMANDER INTERVIEWED ON NEW POST 
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[Text] Brig. Gen. Dionisio S. Tan-Gatue Jr. assumed office as Regional Command X1 
Chief in late 1982, "just when the CPP [Communist Party of the Philippines] /NPA 
launched its 5-year offensive plan." "We were right in the middle of it,'", said the 
General, and the CPP/NPA, he said, initially seemed to have gained the upper hand 
because the army did not have sufficient troops. Later, however, said Tan-Gatue, 
additional troops came in. "We were given the Regional Unified Command [RUC]." 


In the succeeding years, Tan-Gatue told VERITAS, "we were able to stem the tide of 
dissent at a big cost. Maraming namatay sa amin. [many of our men died]."" Two hun- 
dred seventeen of his soldiers died since late 1982. Tan-Catue, 49, has just been 
relieved of his office, and reassigned, by way of promotion, as Regional Unified 
Command VI chief based in Iloilo. Friends have been kidding the general for leaving 

a CPP/NPA laboratory, only to go to another CPP/NPA Laboratory where the Regional 
Unified Command is still feeling the ill effects of the Escalante massacre. "I 

expect there would be mass actions there," Tan-Gatue said, adding "as to the Escalante 
massacre, I leave it to the investigation committee." 


Tan-Gatue, pulled out "right in the middle of the CPP/NPA's 5-year offensive plan" 
(this year is according to him the third) also told VERITAS he was optimistic that 
insurgency would be curbed in Region XI, "specially now that the AFP [Armed Forces 
of the Philippines] is fully supporting us by sending vehicles, troops, combat gear 
and equipment. Of the 217 soldiers who died, there were no replacements but he said 
that there will be some 200 new policemen and another 200 soldiers coming in to put 
up a company for Region XI. 


Tan-Gatue spent nine of his 28 years of military service in Mindanao, first as a zone 
intelligence officer (Mindanao-wide), then as provincial commander of Davao City and 
Davao del Sur, then deputy regional commander, before becoming the Regional Command 
chief. Tan-Gatue belongs to the PMA [Philippine Military Academy] Class of '57. The 
RUC chief of Lloilo, prior to Tan-Gatue's assumption of office, is Brig. Gen. Isidoro 
de Guzman, also of Class '57 and who has been transferred to Region IIT in Pampanga. 
Assuming the office vacated by Tan-Gatue is Col. Romeo Recina, also of Class '57, who 
until recently, was deputy regional commander of Region IX. Recina told VERITAS he 
personally believes the situation in Region 9 is more complicated than in Region XI 
There we do not only have NPAs but MNLFs, criminal elements, pirates, etc..." Region 
XI, according to the briefing he gave, has the NPAs as primary problem "but it 

doesn't necessarily mean the problem is more simple, that we can solve the problem 
immediately. That would be saying a mouthful." Recina said he will go on step by 
step and without making promises, "we will go down to the brass tacks and see for our- 
selves what can be done.” 
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